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ORDER OF THE DIRECTOR OF EMERGENCY MANAGEMENT FOR THE COUNTY OF
ALBEMARLE, VIRGINIA PURSUANT TO VmGINIA CODE § 44"146.21(C)

ORDER NO. 21-3
(Vaccinations or Periodic Testing Pertaining to COVID-19)

1. On March 11, 2020, the World Health Organization declared the novel coronavirus, SARS-CoV-2, and the
disease it causes, commonly referred to as COVID-19, a pandemic (for reference in this Order, this virus and

the disease that it causes are referred to as "COVID-19 ).

2. On March 12, 2020, acting as the Director of Emergency Management, I declared a local emergency because of

the COVID-19 pandemic pursuant to my authority under Virginia Code § 44-146.21, and this declaration was
confirmed by the Board of Supervisors on March 17, 2020. The declaration of a local emergency remains in

effect.

3. Also on March 12, 2020, Governor Ralph S. Northam issued Executive Order No. 51 declaring a state of
emergency for the Commonwealth of Virginia because of the COVID-19 pandemic. The Governor allowed the

state of emergency to expire on June 30,2021.

4. In the United States, over 3,567.000 persons have been infected with COVID-19 and over 614,200 individuals
have died.' In Virginia, as of August 10, 2021, 711,078 persons have been infected with COVID-19 and over
11,578 have died.2

5. Persons infected with COVID-19 experience a range of symptoms from none at all (asymptomatic) to severe

illness and death.3 While the majority of those afflicted have been able to recover ftilly, even after recovery,
various long-term health problems may linger.4 Those persons who are immunocompromised, have certain

medical conditions, suffer from longstanding systemic and social inequities, or who are older are more likely to

become severely ill or die from COVID-19.5

6. The principal mode by which COVID-19 spreads is through exposure to respiratory fluids carrying infectious
virus, which can occur through direct inhalation; depositing fluids on exposed mucous membranes in the
mouth, nose, or eye through sprays; and touching mucous membranes with contaminated hands.6

7. The United States is currently in the fourth wave of new cases. The third wave that occurred in the winter of

2020-2021 saw the number of new cases reach their highest level during the COVID-19 pandemic. On January

8, 2021, the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention reported 312,325 new cases, the highest number in a

single day since the start of the pandemic.

8. Since then, vaccines have played a vital role in slowing the spread. COVID-19 vaccines first became available

in the United States in December 2020 and became widely available to the public by spring 2021.8 As of the

date of this Order, the U.S. Food and Drug Administration has authorized three COVID-19 vaccines for
emergency use: Pfizer-BioNTech, Moderna, and Johnson & Johnson's Janssen.9 The Pfizer and Moderna

vaccines are 95 percent effective against the original version of COVID-19 and 90 percent against the Delta
Variant. These vaccines have also been shown to reduce the risk of transmission from a fully vaccinated person

by 80 to 90 percent. Likewise, Johnson & Johnson's Janssen vaccine provides strong protection against severe

illness against all known variants. With the vaccine rollout, the number of new infections per day dropped

significantly. On June 21, 2021, there were only 8,420 new reported cases.10

9. Although the vaccination rate increased rapidly from January to May 2021, it has remained relatively stagnant
for several months.11 As of the date of this Order, approximately 50.1 percent of the total U.S. population are

fully vaccinated.12 New COVID-19 cases are now significantly more likely to originate in unvaccinated

persons.
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As explained by Governor Northam in Executive Directive No. 18 issued on August 5, 2021, "[b]ecause the

vaccines are safe and effective, unvaccinated Virginians account for nearly everyone who is now being

hospitalized or dying from COVID-19."

10. Preventing the spread ofCOVID-19 has been an extraordinarily difficult and complex undertaking that is now
complicated by the advent of what is commonly referred to as the "Delta Variant," a mutation to the SARS-

COV-2 virus. As noted in Section 7, the United States is currently experiencing the fourth wave of infection
surge, despite the vaccines. The number of new infections per day has been on the rise since late June, with

184,346 new cases reported on August 9, 2021. One cause of this surge is the rapid spread of the Delta
Variant, which is a highly-transm Is sible variant that is 50 percent more contagious than the initial strain of
COVID-19. Two different studies suggest that persons infected with the Delta Variant were more likely to be
hospitalized than patients infected with the "Alpha" or the original COVID-19 virus strains. The Delta
Variant is now the predominant strain ofCOVID-19 threatening public health, comprising approximately 83.2
percent of recent U.S. cases.

11. Throughout the COVID-19 pandemic, the County's goals have been to reduce transmission among County

employees and the public, protect people who are at higher-risk for adverse health complications, and maintain
essential services for the public.

12. For the foregoing reasons, and pursuant to my authority under Virginia Code § 44-146.21(0) to protect the
health and safety of persons and to "proceed without regard to time-consuming procedures and formalities

prescribed by law (except mandatory constitutional requirements) pertaining to the performance of public
work," I hereby direct:

A. Disclose vaccine status or submit to weekly testing. All County employees must disclose their vaccination

status to the County personnel designated by me to receive that information (the "designated County
personnel") or undergo weekly COVID-19 testing as explained below.

1. Full vaccination status. To establish that they are fully vaccinated against COVID-19, employees must
show their original COVID-19 Vaccination Record Card to the designated County personnel.

2. If employee not fully vaccinated. Employees who are not fully vaccinated or decline to disclose their
vaccine status must undergo weekly COVID-19 testing at County-approved testing sites and disclose

each week the results of those tests to the designated County personnel. An employee is not required to

state a reason for declining to disclose their vaccine status. The County will pay for the cost of testing,
the testing will be conducted during the employees' workday or at another time of the employee's
choosing when testing is available, and the time spent to be tested will be part of the employee's
compensated workday. An employee who tests positive must comply with the applicable rules in the
"Albemarle County COVID-19 Reconstitution Guidance for Employees."

B. Duty of designated County personnel. The designated County personnel must collect the vaccination status

of each employee who report to them on a form provided by the County and deliver the data to the
confidential repository designated by the County.

C. "County employee" and "employee" defined. "County employee" and "employee" mean all full-time, part-

time, temporary, and contract employees of the County ofAlbemarle, Virginia who report to the Albemarle
County Board of Supervisors or are supervised up through the County Executive, regardless of their work

location.

D. Relationship of this Order to laws. This Order does not affect the County's responsibilities as an employer
or the rights of an employee with the applicable requirements and rights under the Americans with
Disabilities Act, Title VII of the Civil Rights Act of 1964, and the First Amendment to the United States
Constitution.
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E. Effective date. This Section is effective on and after September 15, 2021.

13. The direction in Section 12 best positions the County to meet its goals both as an employer and as a
government to protect the health and safety of its workplaces and the broader community.

14. I will assemble a team to implement this Order
implementation.

"ovide information to County employees about its

Date: <$7//A/
/'Jeffrey B. idcheirdson

Director of Emergency Management
County ofAlbemarle, Virginia
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