[image: ]                             NAME CHANGE FEEDBACK RECEIVED

1) 5/24/22

Hi, David.

Best wishes for your upcoming work on the JMRL name matter.

For what it’s worth, there is no VPRL among all Virginia public libraries (https://www.lva.virginia.gov/public/libraries_all.asp).

VPRL could stand for Virginia Piedmont Regional Library.

Albemarle County, Charlottesville, Greene, Louisa, and Nelson counties are all part of a Virginia Piedmont map (https://duckduckgo.com/?q=where+is+the+Virginia+Piedmont%3F&hps=1&atb=v35-1&iax=images&ia=images&iai=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.virginiaplaces.org%2Fregions%2Fgraphics%2Fpieddcr.png).

Will be interesting to follow your and the Board’s research and discussions on the JMRL name matter.

Cheers!

ALBEMARLE VIA EMAIL

--

2) 5/24/22

message: I heard on the radio this morning the board of directors is considering changing the name of your wonderful library system due to Madison and Jefferson being considered "white supremacists" This is not something serious people would discuss nor is it true nor should you consider it. Please let reason dictate. You have the ability to be serious people--not ridiculous people

VIA WEB CONTACT FORM

--

3) 5/24/22

message: Dear JMRL Board: Jefferson and Madison both helped start the process that eventually ended slavery. Can't we at least acknowledge their contributions to that long-range major change? The UN reports that there are at least 24 million actually slaves in the world today. Must we ban the names of all of the countries that harbor slavery? Maybe we should condemn ourselves for buying products made by actual slaves today? Where does it stop in our glass houses?

CHARLOTTESVILLE VIA WEB CONTACT FORM

--

4) 5/24/22

message: Dear JMRL Board: Jefferson and Madison both helped start the process that eventually ended slavery. Can't we at least acknowledge their contributions to that long-range major change? The UN reports that there are at least 24 million actually slaves in the world today. Must we ban the names of all of the countries that harbor slavery? Maybe we should condemn ourselves for buying products made by actual slaves today? Where does it stop in our glass houses? 

CHARLOTTESVILLE VIA WEB CONTACT FORM

--

5) 5/24/22

Hi David,

Been a while, and I hope all is well with you.

I read about the movement to change the library name, and have mixed feelings, but understand. My wife and I discussed possibilities, and I thought honoring an abolitionist from Virginia might be one way to go, and am forwarding an article as perhaps a start to find an appropriate name.

My wife suggested recognizing one of Jefferson’s slaves. E.g. - ISAAC GRANGER JEFFERSON. Isaac Granger Jefferson (1775-1846) was the son of George Granger, Sr., an enslaved foreman of labor and overseer at Monticello, and Ursula, an enslaved pastry cook and laundress. Isaac Jefferson worked at Monticello as a nailmaker, tinsmith, and blacksmith.

Or maybe York. York was an American explorer and historic figure, being the only African American member of the Lewis and Clark Expedition; he participated in the entire exploration and made significant contributions to its success. He was the first African American to cross the continent and see the Pacific

I would be interested in seeing how the naming goes.

Best,

ALBEMARLE VIA EMAIL

--

6) 5/24/22

I’m just calling to say how shocked I am, how astonished I am that you would even consider this issue would come up about changing the name of our library given the fact that our Jefferson created with his own library the beginnings of the Library of Congress I mean come on, get real, things are way out of hand when a handful of dissidents can could change the whole name of a library that is an important library an important name very important name about the most important name in libraries in the nation wouldn’t you say considering that in his own personal library was the foundation of our Library of Congress. If you want to talk about it, I doubt if you would, but if you do there is nothing much to say is there. My number is XX my name is XX XX, thank you.

VIA TELEPHONE

--

7) 5/24/22

Plunkett. It’s XX. You might be the same fellow that I knew many years ago at the university library when I was working on the Holsinger book and doing local history stuff. I left you a message before about my concern about this name changing thing and then I read the article the whole article and at the end of the article at the Daily Progress there is a woman who is bringing you know who wants to have a name change for the library who is calling our president considered to be one of the smartest men on the planet at the time and maybe forever, Jefferson, a white supremist and I that’s just going to far that is too far it just is taking history out of context and we’ve got to draw the line somewhere especially when it comes to Jefferson and libraries and I know you know what I mean. Thank you goodbye.

VIA TELEPHONE

--

8) 5/24/22

Stop trying to rewrite history and leave the library's name alone, find something else to get butt hurt about.

VIA FACEBOOK

--

9) 5/24/22

message: David, I think censorship of the name of the library is on a par with book censorship and as such should not be tolerated. That being said,I know you will probably have to cave to “public opinion”. Just wanted to speak up …. as an old hippie and liberal.

LOUISA VIA WEB CONTACT FORM

--

10) 5/26/22
Mr. Plunkett,
I am writing to express my opposition to changing the name of the Jefferson Madison Library Board. These men were the Founders of our GREAT nation.
The notion of applying todays “moral standards” to men who lived and died over 200 years ago, is absurd. It’s also disheartening to see a library system consider any action that would erase part of our history. They should be the preserver of historical truth and act independently from the current trend. 
You cannot learn of history if you erase it. Please do not change the name to appease someone who is upset with men that are 200 years old.  The name James Madison Regional Library is perfect.
LOUISA VIA EMAIL
--
11) 5/26/22
Mr. Plunkett,
                Why does the Jefferson Madison Regional Library think that eliminating the names of Jefferson and Madison, Founding Fathers of our nation, makes us a better country? 
It is necessary to preserve our history to learn from it and not sanitize it to make it nice and not hurt anyone’s feelings!
No one is perfect – not then and not now!    No one is “proud” of our slavery heritage, but it did exist and no good will come from erasing it.  We should learn from it so that it is never ever adopted again.
Many of our innovations were developed during this dark period – in many cases with owners working with slaves to help each other.  During this period even realizing many abuses, many were taken care of and loved by the entire family.   Many were provided with an opportunity to read and write, sew, cook, farm, etc. that they never would have learned from their former tribes.  Mr. Jefferson sent his chef to Paris to learn new recipes, others in his household designed and hand-crafted chairs and furniture. 
Not often mentioned or realized is that they were sold off as slaves by rival tribes.  If not sold off, they may have been eaten, beaten, or enslaved in Africa.  Again, I say it is important for us to understand exactly what happened and why , and the steps we took to correct this injustice so that it can NEVER happen to anyone again!
I hope this decision is being given careful consideration!  
VIA EMAIL
--
12) 5/26/22
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ALBEMARLE VIA USPS
--
13) 5/26/22
Dear Mr. Plunkett, I am writing to express my sincere opposition to changing the name of the Jefferson Madison Library. These men were the Founders of our nation and instrumental in the writing of our constitution. The notion of applying todays “moral standards” to men who lived and died over 200 years ago, is absurd. It’s also disheartening to see a library system even remotely consider any action that would erase part of our history. They, of all of our institutions, should be the preserver of historical truth and act independently from the current trend.
VIA EMAIL
--
14) 5/27/22
Dear Mr Plunkett:
Please do not change the name of Jefferson Madison Regional Library. Jefferson  and Madison were founders of our country. Like all humans, they did both good and bad.  America like many nations and civilizations before them practiced slavery which is agreeably an evil practice. Slavery is gone but not forgotten.  We should not forget the national mistake of slavery as we should not forget any aspect of our history including the many contributions of Madison and Jefferson. Please find another way to show disapproval of slavery.   Suggest expansion of  Black history education and accomplishments.  
Please do not erase any part of our history. We need to remember the mistakes like slavery so we do not repeat them.
LOUISA VIA EMAIL
--
15) 5/27/22
I just wanted to comment on the article about the possible changing of the name of the library, which i think isn’t a very good idea. I’m a daily idea of the library usually at the Gordon Branch which is your old stomping grounds, and occasionally on the weekend at the Central Library but I just think its a foolish idea and I would be against that. Thank you.
VIA TELEPHONE
--
16) 5/31/22
Mr. Plunkett,
I am writing to express my opposition to changing the name of the Jefferson Madison Regional Library Board. These men were the Founders of our nation.
The notion of applying todays “moral standards” to men who lived and died over 200 years ago, is absurd. It’s also disheartening to see a library system consider any action that would erase part of our history. They should be the preserver of historical truth and act independently from the current trend. 
VIA EMAIL
--
17) 5/31/22
Dear Mr. Plunkett:
I have been a resident in JMRL area for over twenty years.  During most of that time I homeschooled my children, and regularly used JMRL resources and have had my children participate in library activities, including the summer teen program.  In fact, my oldest child just received her masters in library science.  Now as an attorney working in the area, I continue to value JMRL resources.  Lastly, I am an Air Force veteran who values our American history, especially those who were instrumental in its beginning and foundation of the government.  In sum, I have had great respect for the library and its resources. 
It is unfathomable to me that the library system that I have supported for so long would remove  former American Presidents' names, including one that  was the father of our constitution and one who authored documents underlying the country's ideals (even if they were not necessarily perfect in following them).  I understand that somebody is voicing  their opinion that the names need removal because they are "offended' because Jefferson and Madison owned slaves.  This fact must not be viewed in isolation.  You must also realize how you are offending those who value these individuals for the enormous input they had into the strength of our American government and ideals.  It does  not mean that you do  not recognize their flaws.  You could find that in any former government official.  Additionally, Jefferson and Madison MUST  be seen differently thatn those like Lee and and others involved in the civil war confederacy who participated/led a war to destroy the country.  Even though flawed, Jefferson and Madison worked to build up our country and to establish ideals so that future citizens and leaders can work to make this a more perfect union.  You know that Jefferson was very troubled by slavery but felt constrained by the times to make any significant changes.   He wrote the Declaration of Independence which would establish a country which granted more rights than any other on the planet at the time.    Jefferson added to our country with the Louisiana purchase and many more actions.  
No doubt James Madison's actions on slavery were mixed:
https://encyclopediavirginia.org/entries/madison-james-and-slavery/
"Over a long public career that included a leading role in the federal Constitutional Convention of 1787 and two terms as president of the United States (1809–1817), James Madison, a Virginian who owned enslaved people, compiled a record on the issue of slavery that was mixed at best. Madison supported legislation allowing those who claimed people as property to free their workers without the approval of state or local authorities, but he never liberated his own enslaved workers. Madison opposed the African slave trade throughout his career, yet late in life he defended the westward expansion of slavery. He regularly attacked slavery as a violation of republican principles, without ever putting forward a realistic program to eradicate the institution. Instead, he embraced an unworkable plan to colonize freed enslaved people in Africa. Political realities, economic self-interest, a desire to avoid an issue that could split the Union, and an unwavering conviction that, largely because of white prejudices, whites and free Blacks could not peacefully coexist led Madison to routinely compromise his antislavery convictions."
Are we a perfect union now that we can really allow such attacks against amazing individuals and founding fathers of our nation?   They built a great nation, although not perfect.  It is especially critical that a library which sits in President Jefferson's home at Monticello not take this stand. Jefferson started and built UVA into one of the most renouned universities in the world.  Jefferson wrote the first religious freedom stattue for a state in the colonies.    Just up the road sits Montpelier, James Madison's home too, where studies and education on the constitution continue and includes slavery aspects.  
If you remove both of their names, you are spitting in their faces and their value in the 'BUILDING" up this country.  Removal is not only offensive but will contribute to the destruction of our country as hatred fuels hatred.   Many of these groups want total destruction and reestablishment of our government and structure merely based on slavery.  No doubt slavery is a blight on our nation's past but it must not be used to  eliminate the enormous good that has been done by these individuals and many others.  The same ideals that set up the nation led to advancement of changes in civil rights ultimately leading to the end of slavery and rights for women and individuals of color.  Removal speaks a thousand words.  Why would you want to help censor the past to only include the bad?  We must learn from the wrongs in our past, not destroy the good.  In other words, you do not throw the baby out with the bath water. 
In sum, if the name is changed, many more will be offended every time they see the new name because they will understand why the action was taken.  Thus, judge wisely and deny this action for right reasons, instead of just trying to placate one political group.
LOUISA VIA EMAIL
--
18) 5/31/22
message: Dear Ms. Craig, My name is XX and I live near Zion Crossroads. I returned from visiting family over the holiday to hear that the board will consider changing the name of Jefferson-Madison Regional Library system. I wanted to ask you, my representative on the board, a few questions: 1. What prompted this request? 2. Why now? 3. What is your opinion? Thank you for your service.
LOUISA VIA WEB CONTACT FORM

--

19) 6/1/22

message: DO NOT CHANGE THE NAME OF THE LIBRARY! That's like throwing the baby out with the bathwater. We owe Jefferson for the Declaration of Independence and Madison for the Bill of Rights. Do we want to throw these things out too?

VIA WEB CONTACT FORM

--

20) 6/3/22

Please do not change the name of the library.

According to the US census bureau 2021 Albemarle County is 9.7% black.

Changing the name of the library is an effort by a small minority to
change and erase history.

A library should embrace and teach history, not attempt to erase it.

Don't act like the Taliban!

ALBEMARLE VIA EMAIL

--

21) 6/4/22

June 4, 2022

David Plunkett - Library Director
Jefferson Madison Region Library

Louisa County has worked hard to support the Jefferson Madison Region Library and to help it grow to become a vibrant part of the community.  Unfortunately, the library is being attacked by misguided activists attempting to vilify presidents Jefferson and Madison - nearly 200 years after their death.  Those attacks are based on conspiracy theories and meritless allegations. 

Thomas Jefferson was the principal author of the Declaration of Independence and was elected the third president of the United States.  James Madison is known as the Father of the United States Constitution because of his pivotal role in its development and ratification.  James Madison was elected fourth president of the U.S. 

Today, there are many towns, cities, businesses, and organizations (including libraries) throughout the United States proudly named after president Jefferson. 

Now, a small group claiming to be “descendants of enslaved laborers” is seeking to strip away the names of Jefferson and Madison from our library’s name – seemingly because they deem the names to be offensive to them.  The fact that the library’s board of directors would even consider making this change is appalling

The historical achievements of presidents Jefferson and Madison should be celebrated, not censored by the library board of directors. 

LOUISA VIA EMAIL
--
22) 6/5/22
Dear Mr. Plunkett
Considering the names on the Regional Library are those of two Founding Fathers I urge you to plead to keep the name Jefferson- Madison. It would be hard to find two better names. Also, if there were no names it diminishes our culture and what we stand for. These two men were not perfect but Jefferson did contribute his library to Washington, DC to begin the Library of Congress. These two men lived in our area. Benjamin Franklin as an early supporter of public libraries would be a good name but he lived in Philadelphia.
You are free to share my name and views,
VIA EMAIL
--
23) 6/6/22
[image: ]
VIA USPS
--
24) 6/6/22
Dear Mr. Plunkett,
Please do not allow a name change for the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library. People need to know history more and no one is perfect. Jefferson and Madison did so much for this country and our freedoms and I understand that Jefferson’s library was contributed to Washington, D.C. to begin The Library of Congress. I fully support Lousia County Supervisors defunding the library if the name is changed.
If we don’t study and know our history we will repeat wrongs of the past and cannot continue to become and move toward a more perfect nation.
Thank you for your consideration,
LOUISA VIA EMAIL
--
25) 6/6/22
I’m a longtime library user been enjoying the Jefferson Madison Regional Library for long time but I was very disappointed when I saw an article in the paper where the library is thinking of changing the name of the library. I really hope y’all don’t do this. These men Thomas Jefferson James Madison founders of our country US presidents we shouldn’t they certainly deserve to have their name on the library system and I hope that you will not change that. This area has been built on that built on the tourism with Thomas Jefferson and James Madison and I don’t think that we should be ashamed of it in any sense of the word. I just hope that y’all do not change the name it’s a perfectly wonderful name that the people who live in this area can be proud that this area was where US presidents lived. Thank you very much.
VIA TELEPHONE
--
26) 6/6/22
message: Dear Mr. Plunkett, I have heard that the Jefferson Madison Regional Library may change its name. I consider this an attack on our history and our great founding fathers. Please oppose this move whole heartedly. We cannot allow for our history to be destroyed. 
ALBEMARLE VIA WEB CONTACT FORM
--
27) 6/7/22
Hello everyone,
I feel that the Jefferson Madison Regional Library should keep its name.  There is no question that Jefferson and Madison were holders of enslaved people, and there is no question that that was a terrible sin with consequences enduring to this day. However, the reason that these Americans were vitally important to America had to do with their novel and enduring contributions to America. They weren't just any plantation  owners who owned enslaved people: they advanced democracy. And for that we can and should remember their names, flawed as they were.
VIA EMAIL
--
28) 6/8/22
A client has asked me forward the attached memorandum to you. The client does not have the computer capacity to send the exhibits as a pdf file. Mr. Plunkett:  after reviewing the memorandum and exhibits, kindly forward same to Library Board of Trustees.
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VIA EMAIL

--






29) 6/8/22

Dear Mr. Plunkett,
 
Please see attached a letter on behalf of the Louisa County Board of Supervisors.
 [image: ]
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LOUISA VIA EMAIL

--

30) 6/8/22

DONT CHANGE THE NAME. IF YOU DO ILL REFUSE TO WORK AT THE ANNUAL. BOOK SALE AND REFUSE TO BUY ANY ALSO

VIA EMAIL

--
31) 6/8/22

Please Don't Erase Our History BY Changing Name of Library System

Enough is enough!  

VIA EMAIL

--

32) 6/8/22

Please, leave the names of these outstanding men on the name of the library.
This does not deny anyone library privileges.
What good have removing statues done?
We are spending millions of dollars that are needed for housing, food and education.
Too much money spent for political people wanting publicity.
Thank you.

VIA EMAIL

--

33) 6/8/22

Dear Mr. Plunkett,
 
   I write as a resident of Charlottesville since starting law school at U VA since 1977 regarding the proposed name change of the Library. I urge the Library to keep the name.  Jefferson was the 3rd president of the USA, the drafter of the Declaration of Independence and founder of U VA. Madison was a key draftsman of the Constitution, and the 4th president of the USA.
 
   We should continue to feel honored to have such esteemed men living in our area. 
 
   Regarding their being slave holders, which I understand is the principal objection to keeping the name, we shouldn’t overlook these accomplishments solely on the basis of judging them by contemporary standards.  Abraham was a slave owner, and is still recognized as the founding father of 3 chief religious faiths.  Jesus never spoke against slavery.
 
   Thank you for considering these views.
 
Very truly yours

CHARLOTTESVILLE VIA EMAIL

--

34) 6/8/22

Really, this is a step too far.  We can't erase history by taking people's names off of things.  And these two men should be honored for the numerous contributions they made to our society, culture and community.  I'd like to put any one of the folks demanding this name change--or any of you or any of us, for that matter-- to put their own lives under a microscope and come up sinless.  Only one man has ever lived up to that challenge and I don't think He would condemn either Jefferson or Madison, but would forgive them their faults and celebrate what they accomplished, despite having feet of clay.  How long are we going to put up with this cultural upheaval that's mainly designed to make a few people feel more important politically?  Will you bend to the current wave or stand for what's reasonable and right?

I, for one, will destroy my library card and let the agitators have the library; let's see how many visitors/users you have if the rest of us, who aren't offended, stop coming.  The cost of renaming things is astounding, and I am appalled that ANY of my tax money might be used for such a worthless exercise in nothing more than political correctness. 

I URGE you to please vote NO to changing the name of the library. 

CHARLOTTESVILLE VIA EMAIL

--

35) 6/8/22

Mr. Plunkett,
I read the article in the Daily Progress about the group that is pressuring the Library Board of Trustees to change the name of our Jefferson-Madison Regional Library.
While I understand their desire to divest of any historical references to the evil that was slavery, I disagree that a public library is simply supposed to be a safe space. A library is full of books that tell the stories of good and evil, of fantasy, fiction, and facts. That fact is Jefferson and Madison were founders of this country and wrote this constitution that gives all of us equal rights and opportunities. Jefferson and Madison were both lovers of books and histories and had fantastic libraries.
I don’t know the history of the regional libraries.  I don’t know why or when the libraries were renamed to the Jefferson/Madison Regional Library, but it would be a shame to once again simply revise history and pretend that Jefferson and Madison don’t matter, all because of pressure from the  current social justice  movement. Please take this into consideration as you meet with the board in the coming weeks.
 
A lifelong lover of books and libraries,

ALBEMARLE VIA EMAIL

--

36) 6/9/22

This attack on two of our Founding Fathers is ridiculous.  They were flawed men.  We all know that.  But their brilliance in building our country is unparalleled in the history of the world.
If not for Jefferson, we would not have a Library of Congress.  If not for Madison, we would not have the US Constitution, mostly written in Orange County Virginia.  
Stop the madness.  Leave the name of the library alone.

CHARLOTTESVILLE VIA EMAIL

--

37) 6/9/22

Please reject any effort to change the library name. Jefferson and Madison were reat Americans. Tell the slave descendants group to get a life. Live for the future, not the past.

VIA EMAIL

--

38) 6/10/22

Dear Director Plunkett, 
     I'm writing as a concerned Albemarle County citizen to protest the proposed name change of our beloved local library. While our founding fathers didn't uphold our current values, things have truly changed in our Commonwealth and we should be looking forward and working on real solutions to our many current problems rather than focusing time, efforts and financial resources on such ultimately meaningless gestures. 
     We can't - or shouldn't - try to erase history. We should remember and thus learn from it and our past mistakes. We should seek to unite going forward in tangible measurable ways and means rather than be divided over the dustbin of history. 
     Thank you for considering my comments and I pray that we leave our posterity intact and strive to brighten our shared future.

ALBEMARLE VIA EMAIL

--

39) 6/10/22

Dear Sir:
I am a resident of Keswick and graduate of the University.  My wife is a retired librarian who was Director of a Carnegie Library in Clarksdale, Mississippi and Memphis, Tennessee.  She experienced both libraries decline due to policy decisions by both cities.   I would like to challenge you to think before you act; the removal of Jefferson and Madison as the name of this library is total insanity.

The attempt to erase history is right out of the book, that of Cloward -Piven  and Saul Alinsky's "Rules for Radicals".   Do not fall for this and leave well enough alone.  My wife who has a Masters in Library Science and served as head of two and worked in three from Jackson, Mississippi, Clarksdale Mississippi and Memphis, Tennessee, would be glad to offer her advice on this or any other issue concerning good governance.

We applaud the unaminous vote of the Board of Supervisors from Louisa County.  

ALBEMARLE VIA EMAIL

--

40) 6/10/22

Dear Mr. Plunkett,

     Here you are. Our library director. Presumably, at one time, a
librarian. A lover of books, maybe? Perhaps, with a tad of history under
his belt?  Perhaps with a respect for culture, for the roots of a community?

     Nah..... Sadly you are instead a creature of politics. You are a
creature climbing up the dirty rungs of ambition to further your own
itsy-bitsy career. You are a symptom of what is killing our culture. 
You are just ONE person, and yet you will personally  cancel the men and
women who became this nation's models for humanity. You will commit this
atrocity just to be popular with the people who scream the loudest.

     Mr. Librarian, presumably "book lover", I strongly suggest that you
read biographies of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison. I suggest you
learn about their extraordinary accomplishments, their erudition, their
large spirits, interesting lives, and ultimately, their  goodness. It is
their accomplishments that put this country on the road to freedom and
stability. They made your itsy-bitsy life possible. You should feel
grateful to these intellectual giants.

     But... ah, I doubt it. Knowledge is not your forte (pronounced: 
for TAY.)  That means strength.

     You are an intellectual midget, and an emotional weakling. Do what
you will do.

VIA EMAIL

--

41) 6/10/22

Please note that I am opposed to the name change.
Presidents Jefferson and Madison were two of the
founders of this country and helped create the
greatest country on earth.

VIA EMAIL

--

42) 6/11/22

I find it appalling and disgusting that changing the library name is even being considered.  I’m tired of a FEW people trying to wipe out historical figure names who gave so much to this country.  History tells us we have made mistakes in the past…..you learn from it & do better but you don’t try to ignore what happened.  Stand up to this issue. 

VIA EMAIL
--

43) 6/11/22

Dear Mr. Plunkett,

I am writing to OBJECT to the proposed name change for the
Jefferson-Madison Regional Library.

This is yet another attempt to erase and re-write history. This is what
the communists did in the Soviet Union and China. They eliminated
history as well as people. They started by destroying monuments and
changing building names. It's a creeping demolition of a society to
generic everything.

People who don't know their history, good and bad, tend to repeat the
bad. Not one of us is without flaw and our founding fathers were no
different. But look what they created!

Without Jefferson and Madison, we wouldn't have a Declaration of
Independence, a Constitution OR a USA. This country is a CONSTITUTIONAL
REPUBLIC, not a democracy.

DO NOT CHANGE the name.

CHARLOTTESVILLE VIA EMAIL

--

44) 6/11/22

I absolutely OPPOSE changing the name of the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library.

It’s about time people stand up for what is right and not be intimidated by this small woke group of “laborers”.  If they don’t like it, they can move!

You can’t change history!!

I oppose

VIA EMAIL

--

45) 6/13/22

Dear  regional library leadership,

I encourage you to change the name of our regional library.
Our church, the Unitarian Universalist Congregation of Charlottesville, changed our name because: 
-the old name didn't welcome diversity
-the old name celebrated a man who enslaved people although he spouted words of equality
with the racial disparities in educational achievement in our community the public spaces with books for children should be welcoming to all
-having the names of people who didn't approve of educating even to be able to read an enslaved population that was at least the same size as the white population
-a name on a building means the organization inside that building holds those people in high esteem and values the actions of those people
Actions speak louder than words.  
These same reasons apply to the name of the regional library. Your actions matter.

VIA EMAIL

--

46) 6/14/22

I love the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library and go every week to the Central branch; this is my happy place to find new authors to read or to be reacquainted with authors when the publish a new book.  And I find the library name most fitting and appropriate, not only for our area, but in light of the contributions to knowledge and life these individuals had on our country.  The fact Thomas Jefferson provided a source of books from his personal library to rebuild the Library of Congress speaks to the importance of books in everyone’s life.  Please do not change the library name because of a few people who want to show their “wokeness” by playing the race card.  You cannot judge people from the past using the standards of today, that is not appropriate and diminishes the contributions they have made.  I add my voice and support to all the friends of the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library and the community at large who benefit from the example of past leaders who showed us how important reading and knowledge is to a great society.

CHARLOTTESVILLE VIA EMAIL

--

47) 6/15/22

Thank you for your reply, Mr. Plunkett. I express an opinion that is widely shared, I assure you. Too many people are intimidated by leftist mobs and afraid to speak out.
    Along with others, I am tired of being stripped of our intellectual heritage, and tired of our history being gutted to pacify uneducated twitter mobs.
    Our Declaration of Independence and our Constitution were written by geniuses, worldly, wise and educated individuals.  Our Constitution is about one thing, and one thing only -- limiting power -- and those who wrote it saved us from a tyranny that would certainly have sanctioned and embraced slavery throughout our land. We are the only nation on earth that fought a devastating war against itself to end this morally corrupting and socially devastating institution -- 500,000 died so that we could all enjoy the same freedoms. Those who are protesting Thomas Jefferson and James Madison should be taught something about the origins and history of this nation.
    There is no perfect human being, no perfect society, no perfect government. But ours comes closest to any.  And I say this not from an inflated sense of patriotism but from an acquaintance with history -- my educational specialty and lifelong passion.
    Please feel free to pass this letter along to the Library Board as well, for this is the core of my protest.
    And I do hope that you all can see your way through, with courage and foresight, to stand firm in support of our cultural and intellectual heritage, and to not give in to those who would obliterate the names of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison from our Regional Library system.

VIA EMAIL

--

48) 6/16/22 (two identical letters from same household)
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LOUISA VIA USPS

--

49)  6/17/22

Hello!  On Tuesday, June 14, 2022, the Board of Supervisors of Greene County voted unanimously to pass a Resolution Opposing a Name Change of the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library.  I have attached a copy of the Resolution for your consideration.    
 
Thank you!
[image: ][image: ]
GREENE VIA EMAIL

--
50) 6/17/22

Mr. Thomas Unsworth President Board of Trustees Jefferson-Madison Regional Library 201 East Market Street Charlottesville, VA 22902 Dear Mr. Unsworth: I am writing to express my outrage at your proposal to eradicate Thomas Jefferson and James Madison’s names from the Charlottesville Regional Library. You have heard from the “Reclaimed Roots Descendants Alliance.” It is time you also heard from University of Virginia alumni and true students of history who view our nation’s leaders in the context of their times, not through the prism of historical revisionists. Our Founding Fathers must be judged in comparison to their American and global peers, not by the uninformed criteria imposed by radical leftists who analyze all by their narrow minded perspectives of virtuous behavior. In the fall of 1969, I was considering attending one of my top two college choices: Georgetown or Virginia. My father, sister, and many relatives went to Georgetown. I was attending Canisius High, a Buffalo Jesuit high school, and my Jesuit priest college counselor made it clear that attending the premier Roman Catholic university was pretty much a no brainer. However, my oldest brother was a career Army officer, attending UVA for a Masters in International Relations at the Woodrow Wilson School after an earlier tour in Vietnam. He implored me to visit UVA and strongly consider attending Virginia over Georgetown. After a tour of the Lawn, viewing the Rotunda and hearing the history of the University, I was sold. When I was accepted, I chose UVA immediately. Anticipating your perception of me, I was not a child of “white supremacist privilege.” I attended UVA on an Army ROTC scholarship. My father was retired, and I could not have afforded the UVA out-of-state tuition without the scholarship. I chose UVA because of Thomas Jefferson. We are the only university in America founded by a Founding Father. I majored in History and loved every minute of my four years’ attendance. If you remove Jefferson and Madison’s name from your library, you are spitting in the face of every American patriot and leader who resided in Maryland, Virginia, and other southern states. By today’s moral criteria, support of slavery seems morally indefensible. However, you have to consider that literally every Western country condoned slavery two centuries ago. In case you are unaware of this fact, African slaves were sold by warring tribes to English slave traders. Moral complicity runs far and deep. Eradicate Jefferson and you need to also eradicate all the African tribal leaders and English ship barons who transported the slaves to America. Where does your ethical indignation and hubris end? Jefferson clearly had moral qualms about slavery, and even proposed bills to eliminate the importation of slaves. I’m pretty sure that you didn’t know that or if you did, ignored this historical truism. I believe in facts, not woke revisionism. Read this article: https://www.tjheritage.org/jefferson-and-slavery. By the standards of his times, Jefferson was a liberal radical. Because you and the “Reclaimed Roots Descendants Alliance” apparently didn’t do your historical homework, you are unaware of this. Furthermore, the core premise of this group has been refuted by a scholarly study that has now been buried or ignored, the “Scholars Commission” from two decades ago. The articles below bely Thomas Jefferson’s relationship with Sally Hemmings: •       https://www.nas.org/blogs/article/jefferson-hemings_revisited • https://www.tjheritage.org/the-scholars-commission If you care about truth and objective historical analysis, read these articles. Your proposal to remove Thomas Jefferson and James Madison from the Charlottesville Regional Library is beyond unconscionable. If you truly believe you cannot tolerate their names adorning your library, then move to New York, California, Illinois or another locale that agrees with your absurd historical conclusions. You live in Charlottesville, the home of one of our two preeminent Founding Fathers. Deal with it. 

OA VIA EMAIL
--

51) 6/18/22

message: Dear Lindsay Ideson, please see my letter below:                                                                                               23233 June 18, 2022 Mr. Thomas Unsworth President, Board of Trustees Jefferson Madison Regional Library 201 E. Market Street Charlottesville, VA 22902 Mr. Unsworth, Without a doubt, the motion to remove the names of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison from the Regional Library stretches credulity. What could you and each member of the Board of Trustees have done -- from the moment you were born -- without the learning and wisdom passed down by these two great Founding Fathers? Would you have had the opportunities that you have enjoyed? Certainly not! Let’s review a bit of what Thomas Jefferson did as a gentleman and a scholar: *at age 9, Jefferson studied Latin and Greek *at age 14, Jefferson studied classical literature and additional languages *at age 16, Jefferson entered the College of William & Mary *at age 19, Jefferson studied law under George Wythe *at age 25, Jefferson was elected to the House of Burgesses *at age 33, Jefferson wrote the Declaration of Independence and revised the legal code of Va *at age 36, Jefferson became the Governor of Virginia succeeding Patrick Henry *at age 41, Jefferson became the minister to France Not to mention, he assumed responsibilities as a husband, father and grandfather, a farmer, a builder and architect, a scientist, and a citizen. Thomas Jefferson served as Secretary of State under George Washington, third President of the U.S., where he doubled the land of the United States through the Louisiana Purchase. He assisted with writing the Monroe Doctrine; dealt with terrorists in the Barbary pirates; founding the University of Virginia and wrote the statute on Religious Freedom. No one has a record of accomplishment like Mr. Jefferson, and you want to REMOVE his name?! What does that say about your judgement as leader of a library? And what about the record of James Madison, you ask? This, the “Father of the Constitution” is surely hated by those who want to eliminate our Constitutional rights. Are you one of those? Let’s look at his record: *1779 elected to the Continental Congress *1787 served at the Constitutional Convention *1789 elected to the US House of Representatives *1801 appointed Secretary of State *1808 elected President of the United States *1812 re-elected President; recommended War with Great Britain **1829 served in the Va. Constitutional Convention The fool-heartiness of removing these two distinguished public servants from this network of libraries, is not lost on many in the Charlottesville Regional Library’s five jurisdictions. We do not want this. As a young girl in Charlottesville, my parents took me to the regional Public Library, one of many children taken to the library, BECAUSE of the names of Jefferson and Madison. Rainy days spent in the library, reading history and learning about many subjects are some of my favorite childhood memories, just up the road from my school, Venable Elementary. This may be the main reason you want their names removed. You bite the hand that fed you. How do you explain this arrogance combined with ignorance? How could Myra Anderson of the religious studies department at The University of Virginia join in such a mis-guided proposal? As President of the Board of Trustees, I call on you to reject this ‘name change’ due to its obvious historical ignorance. Anyone who would entertain this motion must hold abject animus against this great nation. Anyone in a position of caretaker of our shared literary and historical heritage (which should be shared with our citizens) would reject this lunacy. If not -- if you despise liberty so much -- to the degree that your actions suggest-- I recommend that you re-locate to Venezula or Chile, where you will be under the system of Communism which you clearly espouse. There, the names and legacy of Thomas Jefferson and James Madison will not trouble you, except they will be longed-for by those who wish for free-enterprise. 

OA VIA EMAIL

--

52) 6/21/22
[image: ][image: ]
CHARLOTTESVILLE VIA USPS
--

53) 6/21/22

message: This message is to the Library Board of Directors. I beg you to NOT change the name of our Library. Jefferson and Madison did so much good for our country even though they were flawed men with respect to slavery. Nevertheless, all humans are flawed in various ways. If members of the Board are perfect, non-flawed humans, then, by all means change the name. If not, be a bit circumspect.

VIA WEB CONTACT FORM

--

54) 6/22/22

message: Dear Mr. Plunkett: Under separate email, I am sending you and your Committee some important background information on Thomas Jefferson's sale of his books in 1815 to the Library of Congress to reestablish the Library after its destruction by fire in the War of 1812... Aware that we are at a critical moment of seismic change in this country, and may I say worldwide, I think that the wiping out of important names of founders of our democracy, fragile as it is, and the elimination of teaching American History in our schools will leave our young people floundering and living on shifting sands without knowing the background of the people who took the risks to fight for freedom and establish the plans for a democracy... Do hope you and your Committee will consider this concern and not continue to 'wipe-out' history here in Virginia, birthplace of our nation. 

https://www.monticello.org/site/research-and-collections/sale-books-library-congress-1815

Sale of Books to the Library of Congress (1815)
Thomas Jefferson was instrumental in rebuilding the Library of Congress when he sold the bulk of his book collection to the United States government in 1815.

During the War of 1812, British forces entered Washington, D.C., burning the Capitol building and the 3,000-volume library inside it. Writing to Samuel Harrison Smith in September 1814, Jefferson expressed his particular distress at this loss: "I learn from the newspapers that the vandalism of our enemy has triumphed at Washington over science as well as the arts, by the destruction of the public library with the noble edifice in which it was deposited."1 Recognizing that it would be difficult for Congress to replace the library that had been lost, given the war and the difficulty of procuring items from Europe, Thomas Jefferson offered up his large personal library to Congress.

In his letter to Smith, Jefferson indicated that he had intended that his library should eventually become public property and be offered at his death to Congress at whatever price was acceptable. But with the congressional library's destruction, Jefferson felt that it was the proper time to offer his library to Congress, "without regard to the small remnant of time, and the barren use of my enjoying it."2 He agreed to accept any valuation and payment terms Congress decided on (even payment after the war had ended), but insisted if Congress agreed to purchase his library, it should be purchased in its entirety.

Podcast: Jefferson and the Library of Congress »
Throughout his lifetime, Thomas Jefferson acquired thousands of books for his own personal collection. The majority of his books, however, would not stay by his side forever. In this episode of Mountaintop History, Monticello Guide Kyle Chattleton shares the story of how Jefferson's collection helped restart the Library of Congress.

Jefferson's offer was met by warm support from many in the House and Senate; still, the bill introduced to authorize the purchase of Jefferson's library faced congressional opposition, particularly from the Federalists, such as Cyrus King, who argued that Jefferson's books would help disseminate his "infidel philosophy" and were "good, bad, and indifferent ... in languages which many can not read, and most ought not."3 The bill finally passed with a narrow margin along party lines.4

Georgetown bookseller Joseph Milligan, who had been engaged to count the number of books by size in Jefferson's book catalogue, determined that the library had a total of 6,487 volumes. The terms of the sale were thus fixed at $23,950 for the 6,487 volumes, with deductions to be made if the actual count was less than the number of books recorded in Jefferson's catalogue. When Jefferson later completed his own physical count of the number of volumes he had in his possession, he found that he had 6,707, or 220 more than had been reported to Congress; he had inadvertently omitted recording some volumes in his catalogue, and others were missing. He did not think it was right to retain the surplus books, nor did he ask for the extra $1,172.50 due to him from Congress. Jefferson did utilize the proceeds of the sale to settle some debts. Of the $23,950, Jefferson arranged to remit $10,500 to settle his debts with William Short, and $4,870 to settle his debts with John Barnes of Georgetown.

Jefferson received news of the finalized sale in February 1815.5 The books were shipped starting in mid-April in the bookcases that they already occupied;6 they were transported in ten wagons to Washington, and arrived by the middle of May. On May 8, 1815, as the last wagon-load of books left Monticello, Jefferson remarked in a letter to Samuel Harrison Smith, who had been instrumental in the sale, "an interesting treasure is added to ... [Washington, D.C.], now become the depository of unquestionably the choicest collection of books in the US. and I hope it will not be without some general effect on the literature of our country."7


Further Sources
· Library of Congress. A Century of Lawmaking for the New Nation. Contains records of bills and debates relating to the purchase of Jefferson's library.
· Library of Congress. Jefferson's Library. The online companion to an exhibit at the Library of Congress on Jefferson's library.
· Malone, Dumas. Thomas Jefferson and the Library of Congress. Washington D.C.: Library of Congress, 1977.
· Pitch, Anthony. The Burning of Washington: The British Invasion of 1814. Annapolis, Md.: Naval Institute Press, 1998.
· Sowerby.
· Tay, Endrina. "'Unquestionably the Choicest Collection of Books in the U.S.': The 1815 Sale of Thomas Jefferson's Library to the Nation." Common-Place: The Journal of Early American Life 16, no. 4 (2016).
· Wilson, Douglas. Jefferson's Books. Charlottesville: Thomas Jefferson Memorial Foundation, 1996.
· <a class="external text" data-cke-saved-href="https://tjportal.on.worldcat.org/search?q=Jefferson+library+of+congress&... href="//www.monticello.org/%3Ca%20href%3D"https://tjportal.on.worldcat.org/search?q=Jefferson+library+of+congress&qt=results_page&dblist=638&scope=0&oldscope=0&fq="">https://tjportal.on.worldcat.org/search?q=Jefferson+library+of+congress&... rel="nofollow" target="_blank" "="">Look for further sources in the Thomas Jefferson Portal.
· 1. Jefferson to Smith, September 21, 1814, in PTJ:RS, 7:681. Transcription available at Founders Online.
· 2. Ibid., 7:682.
· 3. Quoted in William Dawson Johnston, History of the Library of Congress (Washington, D.C.: Government Printing Office, 1904), 1:86.
· 4. The bills for the purchase of Jefferson's books passed in the Senate on December 3, 1814, and in the House on January 30, 1815. See "Editorial Note," in PTJ:RS, 7:679-81. Text available at Founders Online.
· 5. Smith to Jefferson, February 15, 1815, in PTJ:RS, 8:270. Transcription available at Founders Online.
· 6. See Jefferson's "Observations on the Transportation of the Monticello Library," [ca. February 27, 1815], in PTJ:RS, 8:289-91. Transcription available at Founders Online.
· 7. Jefferson to Smith, May 8, 1815, in PTJ:RS, 8:476. Transcription available at Founders Online.

VIA WEB CONTACT FORM AND EMAIL

--

55) 6/22/22
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VIA USPS

--
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MEMORANDUM
Re: Jefferson-Madison Regional Library name change
Date: June 7, 2022

To: Mr. David Plunkett, Jefferson-Madison Regional Library Director, email:
dplunkett@jmrl.org; James M. Bowling, IV, Esq., St. John, Bowling and
Lawrence, Counsel for Jefferson Madison Regional Library, email:
jmb@stlawva.com; Helen Phillips, Esq., Louisa County Attorney, email:
legal@louisa.org.

Summary
To change the name, the regional library contract would have to be

amended. That requires consent of all five localities. Louisa County already said:
no. The Board should refer the question to the Regional Library Agreement
Review Committee, for deliberations on recommending a future contract

amendment.

Discussion
* 1974: the five participating localities (City of Charlottesville, and Albemarle,
Greene, Nelson, and Louisa Counties) agreed to amend the existing
regional library agreement so that "[t]he name of the library is officially
changed from the Thomas Jefferson Regional Library to the Jefferson-
Madison Regional Library." (Exbt 1: Contract chronology).

* Changing the name again would require all five participating localities to
sign another modification or amendment to the 2013 Agreement currently
in effect (Exbt 2: Agreement §14).

= The changed name must then be submitted to the State Library Board to be
"recognized as a region," if the renamed region is to be eligible for state and
federal funding (Va. Code §42.1-38; see also Exbt 1 Contract chronology,
Hendrix letter April 23, 1971, Mclntire Library funding eligibility).




image27.jpg
* Louisa County's Board of Supervisors passed a resolution on June 6, 2022
which "opposes any type of name change to the Jefferson-Madison
Regional Library" (Exhibit 3).!

If the Library Board and other participating localities try to change the name
without amending the contract and over Louisa County's objection, that ultra vires
act is potentially a breach of contract. It also risks forfeiting funding eligibility
under the aegis of the State Library Board.

And it could precipitate one or more withdrawals from the regional library
agreement. (Cf. Exbt 2: Agreement §10). If localities secede, the loss to all will be
considerable. Breaking up the Smyth-Bland Regional Library reduced resources,
lowered salaries, and curtailed services.2

The Library Board should instead refer the name change to the Regional
Library Agreement Review Committee. That is the proper venue for deliberating
changes and to "recommend any amendments" to the multi-jurisdiction contract
(Exbt 2: Agreement §11). Such a referral is within the Board's purview. That would
allow local governing bodies more time for a careful consideration of the full
ramifications involved in such a course of action.

! Likely positions of other parties to the Regional Library Agreement -- Greene
County, as well as Albemarle and Nelson Counties and the City of Charlottesville
-- might be surmised, but they remain unstated as of this writing.

2 See generally Cole v. Smyth Cnty. Bd. of Supversors, 842 S.E.2d 389 (2020)
(ruling on a FOIA issue but infer alia reciting events leading to the regional library

break-up); telephone conversation Rose Likins, Director, Smyth County Library,
June 7, 2022.
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Exhibit 1- Chronology of Contract Name Changes 1970 to date
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Library contract name change chronology 1970 to date.

1970 Virginia General Assembly authorizes localities to contract to create regional
libraries. Va Code §42.1-37 et seq., 1970 Va Acts ch. 606.

1971 Charlottesville and Albemarle County enter regional library agreement
naming their regional library "McIntire Public Library," after Library Board Chair
Daniel advises Charlotesville City Manager Hendrix by letter dated April 23, 1971,
that McIntire Library never signed and deposited a regional library agreement with
the State Library. "It is necessary for this to be done in order for the MclIntire
Library to qualify [for funding]."

1972 Charlottesville, and Albemarle, Nelson, Greene and Louisa Counties enter
new agreement naming expanded regional library "Thomas Jefferson Regional
Library."

1974 Regional Library Board Chair Youngman circulates February 20, 1974
Memorandum recommending to the four participating localities a revised
agreement. Point (1) is adding Greene County; Point (2) is "[t]he name of the
library is officially changed from the Thomas Jefferson Regional Library to the
Jefferson-Madison Regional Library."

1982 amendment retaining name.
1991 amendment retaining name.

2013 Five participating localities sign new "Agreement for Jefferson-Madison
Regional Library," amending, ratifying, and replacing the previous repeatedly
amended agreement, retaining the name Jefferson Madison Regional Library.
Currently in effect (Exbt 2).

Sources: Va Code §42.1-3 et seq., City of Charlottesville FOIA response on records
concerning library name June 6, 2022; Jefferson-Madison Regional Library
website.




image33.jpg
Exhibit 2 -- 2013 Jefferson Madison Regional Library Agreement
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JMRL Pplicy: Section 1.24

AGREEMENT FOR JEFFERSON-MADISON REGIONAL LIBRARY

THIS AGREEMENT is made and cntered inte this 19 day of January, 2013, by and
among the CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA (“Charlottesville”), ALBEMARLE
COUNTY, VIRGINIA (“Albemarle™), GREENE COUNTY, VIRGINIA (“Greene™,
LOUISA COUNTY, VIRGINIA (“Louisa”), and NELSON COUNTY, VIRGINIA
(“Nelson”), each of which is hereinafier referred to as a “Participating Locality™, and all of
which are hereinafier collectively referred to as “Participating Localities”,

RECITATIONS:

R<1  The Participating Localities are members of the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library
(*Regional Library"), a regional free Jibrary system for the areas (“Region™) of the Participating
Localitics, established by an agreement of the Parlicipating Localitics dated August 11, 1972,

R-2  The Participating Localities have heretofore amended the August 11, 1972 sgreement for
the funding and operation of the Regional Library by further agreements executed in 1974, 1982;
and 1991,

R-3  The Participating Localities have concluded that it would be to their mutual benefit to
enter into a new Agreement for the terms and conditions an which the Regional Library shall pe
funded and aperated and to address other relevant matters.

R-4 The Participating bonw_.wmam make and enter into this Agreement for the purpose of
evidencing the terms and conditions agreed to among them for the establishment, operation amd
maintenance of & regional fee [ibrary system.

WITNESSETH: That for and in consideration of the mutual and reciprocal benefits
inuring to the parties hereunder, and in further consideration of the dutics imposed on the parties
hereby, the parties covenant and agree as follaws;

L CREATION OF REGIONAL LIBRARY: The Participaling Localities, cach of
which has qualified for participation in the Commonwealth of Virginia's regional
library program, all of which have herctofore been recognized as a Region by the
State Library Board, and each of which has heretofore made the minimum local
appropriation of funds recommended by the State Library Board, hereby exercise
their statutory authority to enter into this Agreement to ratify and resffirm their
creation of the Regional Library and the Board of Trustees for the Jefferson-
Madison Regional Library (“Board of Trustees”) to administer and control the
Regional Library services within the Region.

2, MEMBERSHIP OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES:
a. The members of the Board of Trustees shall be appointed by the respective

governing bodics of the Participating Localities pursuant to § 42.1-39 of the
Caode of Virginia.
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The Participating Localities have agreed that there shall be nine (9) members.
on the Board of Trustecs, appointed as follows: three (3) members appointed
by the governing bady of Charlottesville; three (3) members appointed by the
governing body of Albemarle; one (1) member appointed by the govérning
body of Greene; one (1) member appointed by the governing body of Louisa;
and one (1) member appointed by the governing body of Nelson. Each
Participating Locality may appoint one alternate member who may attend all
meetings but may vote enly in the absence of a voting member of that
Participating Locality.

The members currently serving on the Roard of Trustees are confirmed and
shall continue for the four (4) year terms or the remainder of the four (4) year
unexpired term for which they have been appointed.

No member shull be eligible 10 serve more than two (2) consecutive terms;
however, if a member is appointed to fill an unexpired tern, that appointee
shalt be eligible for appointment to twao (2) full, successive terms.

A member of the Board of Trustees may be remaved for misconduct, or
neglect of duty, by the governing hody which appainted that member, After
conelusion of each Fiscal Year, the Board of Trustees shall provide to the
povemning body of each Participating Locality & report of the Board of
Trustees” meetings conducted, and the attendance at each such meeting by the
Board of Trustees members from the Parlicipating Locality to which such
report is submitted, for the immediately-preceding Fiscal Year.

The Board of Trustees shall recommend qualifications for candidates for
appointment (o the Board of Trustees and shall provide orientation
information for new appointess te the Board of Trustees

POWERS AND DUTIES OF BOARD OF TRUSTEES:

a.

The Board of Trustees shall have all of the powers vesled in such boards by
Taw, and shall have the authority to determine all matters of policy for the
Regional Library not otherwise limited by this Agresment.

The Board of Trustees shall elect officers, and adopt such By-Laws, rulés and
regulations for their own puidance and for the goveming of the Regional
Library, as may be expedient, It shall determine howrs and places of library
service and all Regional Library policies, in accordance with State statutes and
State library regulations. Policies shall govern the selestion, emphasis and

- distribution of ibrary baoks, periodicals, and ather library materials, the

provisions of supplementary services to schools and other institutions, the use
of public meeting rooms, and every other question of service, policics, or
expenditures within the limits of annval appropriations by Participating
Laocalities.
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¢ The Board of Trustees shall have the right to acee pt donations and beguests of
money, personal property, or real estate for the establishment and maintenance
of the Regional Libracy, or endowments therefore, or for use or benefit of the
particular {ibrary branch or locality designated by the donor.

d. The Board of Trustees shall employ a Regional Library Director who moets
state certification reguirements and shall maintain an ongeing performance -
appraisal process for the Regional Library Director.

¢. The Board of Trustees shall adopt personnel policies and provide an adequate
salary scale and fringe bencfits for all Regional Library employess.

f. The Board of Trustees shall maintain, in force at all times, a policy of broad
form general public liability insurance issued by an insurer gualified to do
business in Virginia. having a single limit coverage of at least thees million
dollars ($3,000,000). Such policy shall name each Participating Locality, and

its officers and employees, a5 additional named insureds for branch libraries
of that Participating Locality.

& The Board of Trustees shall maintain, in force at all times; a policy of public
officials liability insurance with caverage decmed-adequate by it to protect the
interests of the Board of Trustees.

& BUDGET AND COSTS FOR THE REGIONAL LIBRARY:

2. The Board of Trustees shall submit the annuat budget request for the Regional
Librayy to cach Participating Locality by January 15 of each yearina format
generatly in accordance with the Uniform Financial Reporting System of the
Auditor of Public Accounts for the Commonwealth of Virginia. In preparation of
its budget requust, and by no Jater than Qetober 15" of each year, the Regional
Library Director shall convene and meet with a committee cansisting of at least
one member of the exeentive branch of each Participating Locality to explain the
Library's anticipated financial requirements for the upcoming year, to determine
the bevel of funding that may tie available from the Participating Localities, and 10
discuss potential means and methads to adequately fund the Regional Library (the
“Strategic Planning Meeting™). Fach Participating Locality shall consider the
budget request as part of its normal budget process. ;

b. Funding requests by the Board of Trustees pursuant to this section shall be in the
amount determined by the Board of Trustees to provide library services for the
Participoting Localities on us cquitable 2 basis as possible, consistent with the
service levels tequested by the Participating Localities, and 1o the extent
reasonably necessary 10 maintain the Regional Library's eligibility for State aid,

& Al costs of operating the Régional Library shall be designated as either a tegional
cost, Charlottesville-Albemarle eost, ora Jocal cost,
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d. Regional costs shall include all costs of providing regional reference services,
book purchasing, cataloging and aulomation services, financial management,
branch coordination and related expenses, fiscal agent fees, and the fair market
rental value of space (which shall be based upon the current assessed value for
that space) required in any Library to provide the foregoing regional services,
Unless atherwise apreed 1o by the Participating Lacalities, regional reference
service costs shall equal ten percent (10%) of the costs of the reference service
costs of the Central Library branch, A separate cost accounting of the Central
Library branch reference services shall be established and maintained for this

purpose.

e. Charlottesville-Albemarle costs shall include all costs of providing facilities to
house the collections at the Central Library, Gordon Avenue Library, and
Northside Library branches, which shall be desmed local libsaries serving
Charlottesville and Albemarle, and shall include the compensation and related
expenses for personnel who work in those three branches, except those personnel
working in the Central Library branch or any other branch library who are
engaged primarily in rendering the services described in subparagraph 4(d),
above.

f. Local costs, which shall be borne by the Participating Locality incurring said
costs, shall include all costs of housing local book collections in all branches of
the Regional Library ather than the Central Library, Gordon Avenue Library, and
Northside Library branches, and shall include compensation anid related expenses
for personnel who work in such other branches.

5. FUNDING REQUEST FOR THE REGIONAL LIBRARY:

a. Reglonal costs shall be determined by the Board of Trustees consistent with this
Apreement. Each Parlicipating Locality shall pay a percentage of the regional
costs equal to the percentage of the cireulation by its residency of the Regional
Library system’s total circulation.

b. Charlottesville-Albemarle costs shall be determined by the Board of Trustees
consistent with this Agreement. These costs shall be allocated between
Charlotiesville and Albemarle in direct proportion to their respective shares of the
percentage of the circulation by their residency at the Central Library, Gordon
Avenye Library, and Northside Library branches.

¢, Local eosts shall be determined by the Board of Trustees consistent with this
Agreement, Local costs shall be paid by the Participating Localisy for which they
are inourred. :

d. Bookmobile and other extension services shall be contrncted separately by a
?&&v&zm Locality and the Board of Trustees. The costs of these services shall
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be allocated upon such lerms and conditions as the Participating Locality and the
Board of Trustees find mutually agreeable.

For purpases of this Agreement, the term “circulation” shall be defined as the
total number of tems checked out from any branch library, bookmabile, or other
point of circulation within the Regional Library system, including but not limited
to, books and electronic media, The eirculation percentage to be used for any
fiscal year shall be based on the circulation figures for the previous three fiscal
years. Circulation from University of Virginia students shall be classified by their
place of local residence. Circulation for users whose residence is from out of the
Region shall not be included in the calculation of circulation unless and until an
“Out-of-Area Library Card Fee™ has been established pursnant to parageaph § of
this Agreement. Thereafter, the circulation for users of local branches whose
tesidence is from out of the repion shall be ineluded in the caleulation of the
participating locality's circulation in which the local branch is loeated; provided,
‘however, the circulation for users of the Central Library, Gordon Avenue Library,
and Northside Library branches whose residence is from out of the Region shall
be included in the calculation of Albemarle’s circulation.

The Board of Trustees will retain all fines and fees, cxcluding Out-of-Area:
Library Card Fees, in a separate equipment fund to be used for maintenance,
replacement, and purchase. of equipment; and purchase of books and other library
materials. ,

Non-recurring capital items identified for a Participating Locality branch library
or for a Charlottesville-Albemarle branch library shall be submitted to the
Participating Locality as a part of its Capital Tmprovement Program (CIP).
Capital items include (i} land acquisition, and construction of new facilities (il
renovations to existing facilities; (iii) major additions or rehabilitations of
huildings; (iv) major studies such as facility assessments, engineering or
feasibility studies related to facility needs; and (v) equipment requirements,
Punding for capital items shall be subject to approval by the Participating
Locality. Each Participating Locality shall be responsible for its facility capital
costs for its branch library or libearies. Charlottesville and Albemarle shall be
Jointly responsible on an equal basis for the capital costs for the Central Library
and Gordon Avenue Library. Project management costs for Charlottesville-
Albemarle capital item projects shall be governed by 2 separate Memorandum of
Understanding between Charlottesville and Albemarle,

The Regional Library may relain a year-end fimd balance not to exceed five
pereent (5%) of the total annval operating budpet. The Board of Trustees will,
after each Fiscal Year audit, return to each Participating Locality its share of any
carryover funds in-excess of those amounts necessary to fimd the reserve fund,
The return of such funds to cach Participating Locality will be prorated on the
same basis in which the funds were contributed for Regional, Charlottesville-
Albemarle and Local costs. In Lew of returning such funds, the Board of Trustees
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may formally request alternative uses for such carryover funds, subject to the
approval of the Participating Locality,

i, In conjunction with the submiteal of the annval budget request as stated in
Paragraph 4(a); the Regional Library Director or his designee will report to each
Participating Locality statistics of use, status of pragrams, results of an annual
audil, and a summary of Regional Library activities for the prior Fiscal Year.

6. FUNDING BY PARTICIPATING LOCALITIES:

a. Participating Localities shall provide funding consistent with this Agreement;
pravided, however, any funding by a Participating I ocality shall be subject 1o
its annual appropriation to the Regional Library.

b. Subject to final approval by each govemning body, it shall be the intent of each
Participating Locality to approprigte their proportional share of regional costs
at an amount equal to the budget request for the Regional Library provided
“such costs are reasonable, justifiable and in general conformance with the
level of funding anticipated 1o be available pursuant to the commitiee process
set farth in Scction 4(2) or as otherwise determined by the governing bodies of
the Participating Localities. [fa Participating Locality does not fund its
propostional share of regional costs, the Regional r&a_c, Director shall
present to the executive branch représentative for that vg_nﬁugm Locality a

plan for how the Regional Library intends 1o modify services funded as local
“casts or i the case of Charlottesville or Albemarle, services funded as focal
costs or Charlottesville-Albemarle costs, in order ta provide serviees within
the funding level to be appropriated by the Participating Locality. The
-poverning body of the wgoeugm Locality may make an evaluation and
indicate the wuu_on_e. areas of service it wishes to be reduced. Final decisions
regarding service reductions shall rest Smo_w wilh the Board of Trustees:
however, the Board of Trustees shall give consideration to the Participating
Lacality's reguest for service reductions required to reduce Charlottesville-
Albemarle and/or local costs to meet the finding level provided for such
Charlottesvillé-Albemarle andfor local cost services. No Participating
Lagality shall be required to fund regional or Chariottesville-Albemarle costs
at an amount greater than its proportional share as determined pursuant to
Section 3 unless such Participating Locality cleets to provide supplemental
funding on a non-matching basis.

‘¢, In making funding deierminations, Parlicipating Localities shall make a goad.
fhith effort 1o maintain the Regional Library’s eligibility for State Ald,

T OWNERSHIP OF REGIONAL LIBRARY FACILITIES:

o Fach Participating Locality shall own or lease the real property within that
Participating Locality wliich is used for Regional Library purposes.

¢
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Charlottesville-Albemarle branch facilities may be jointly awned or leased by
Charlottesville and Albemarle. Such real property shell be provided for use
by the Regional Libracy at no cost to it pursuant to separately executed lease
agreements with the exception of the Northside branch which shall be a sub-
lease to the Regional Libravy and funded as a Charlottesville-Albemarle cost.

Each Participating Locality shall, during the tersm of this Agreement, maintzin
in force general public liability insurance and property insurance for the

-properties owned or leased by it for use by the Regional Library in amounts
‘equivalent to coverage for its other public buildings and facilitics or such
‘greater amounts deemed necessary, and shall name the Regional Library as an

additional named insured. The cost of this insurance shall be the
Hnmwanaz_ww of each Participating Locality. The Board of Truslees shall
maintain in foree an insuranice policy providing contents coverage for all
Regional Library materials, fixtures, and equipment in such amounts as shall

‘be adequate to insure Eusnasg. coverage for such items.

OUT-OF-AREA LIBRARY CARD FEE:

a

The Board of Trustees shall establish an “Out-of-Area Library Card Fee”
effective no later then Janwary 1, 2013. This fee shall be required to be paid
gcm:w by any person who is not a resident of the anan ES_, to the
issuance of a Regional Library card 1o that person.. The minimum annual fee
for such card shall be thirty dollars (530).

Out-of-Area Library Card Fees shall be separately identified and accounted by
the branch library lacation at which the fees are collected.

Out-of-Arca Library Card Fees shall be credited to the Parlicipating Locality
at whose local branch the fee was collected, except that the fees collected at
the Central Library, Gordon Avenue Library, and Northside Library branches
shall be credited to Albemarle,

Out-ol-Area Card Fees coliected during the Fiscal Year shall be eredited
toward the budgeted second quarter payment of the ensuing Fiscal Year for
each Participating Locality due such fe ces.

FISCAL AGENT:

i,

Charloitesville v?& act as the fiscal agent for the Regional Library. As fiscal
agent it shall act as the xmm.oua Library’s accounting and disbursing office,
provide personnel services and maintain personnel and payroll records,
provide information technology services, provide procurement services and
maintain purchasing accounts and monthly statements, and contract for 2nnual
audits.
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‘Charlottesville shall be paid an annual sum equal ta two percent (2%) of the

annual operating budget of the Repional Library for fiscal services rendered.

Lach Participating Locality shall pay its share of the Regional Library’s
approyed costs, as provided for in this Agreement, on & quarterly basis.

WITHDRAWAL FROM THE REGIONAL LIBRARY:

a.

Nao Participating Locality shall have the right to withdraw as 2 member of the
Regional Library without providing two years” notice, pursuant to-§ 42.1-42

-of the Code of Virginia, to each Participating Locality except by consent of all

the Participating Localities,

I the event of withdrawal by a Participating Locality, the withdrawing
locality shall retain for its use or disposal all library books and other media
permanently assigned to its Jocal branch library at the time the notice to
withdrew is given, For the Central Litwary, Gordornt Avenue Library, and
Northside Library branches, Charlottesville or Alhemarle shall beentitled o a
pro rata distribution of such baoks and media based on its percentage of
contribution for the acquisition of such property. In addition, the withdrawing
Iocality shall be entitled to a pro rata distribution of the personal property
purchased during the operation of the Regional Library based on its
percentage of contribution for the acquisition of such property, unless
otherwise agreed 1o by such locality. Ruildings and property shall remain
under the ownership of the locality owning or jointly owning such praperty
unless otherwise agreed 1o by such locality,

Upon receiving notice by a Participating Locality of its intent to withdraw
from the Regional Library, the chief executive officer of each Participating
Locality shall appoint one member to a joint commitice to oversee the
withdrawal and distribution of assets as provided for in this Agreement or as
otherwise provided by unanimous mutual agreement,

REGIONAL LIBRARY AGREEMENT REVIEW COMMITTEE:

a.

A Regional Library Agreement Review Committes (“Review Commitice™)
shall be convened and shall meet no less than once every five (3} years
beginning in calendar year 2017. The Review Committes shall mest to
review this Agreement and recommend any amendments that it may propose
thereto, .

The Review Committee shall also e convened and meet at any time that a
Tequest is received from a new locality to become # member of the Regional
Library or there is a proposal to add additional library facilities that are niot
local branch libraries. The Review Committee shall meet to review such
requests and make recommendations a5 lo lhe merits of the proposal.
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¢. The chiel executive officer of each Participating Locality shall appoint one (1)
member to the Review Commitiee. The Regional Library Director shall
provide all necessary informution and support required for the Review
Commitice fo perform its functions,

d. The Review Committee shall repart its recommendations 1o the gaverning
hodies of the Participating Localities and to the Board of Trustees.

12. EFFECTIVE DATE OF AGREEMENT:
a. OnJanvary 1, 2013, all terms and conditiors hereof shiall become effective,

whereupon all terms and conditions of the 1991 Amended Regional Library
Agreement shall automatically terminate.

w.cnm:m,uamwwrmomww&awmmmosaEvg,m_ﬁwoaam:cnnowa ovaanan_ W
under the current ggreement and practices, m

13.  CONTROLLING LAW: The parties acknowlcdge that the terms and conditions
hereof shall be interpreted, constried and enforced under the laws of the
Commonwealth of Virginta,

14.  MODIFICATIONS OR AMENDMENTS: The parties agree that any
maodification or amendment of this Agrcement shall b in writing and signed by
all parties before such modification or afsendment shall have force or effect.

15.  BINDING AGREEMENT: The terms and conditions of this Agreement shall he
binding on the parties hereto, their assigns and suceessors in title,

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, each Participating Locality has caused this
Agreement to be duly executed on its behall'in counterparts, with the cxpress provision
that the five (3) separale signature pages hereto, taken logether, shall constitute ane
complete document, binding among all partics,

[SEE ATTACHED SIGNATURE PAGES]

[THE REMAINDER OF THIS PAGE LEFT BLANK IN TENTIONALLY]
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On behalf of Albemarle County, Virginia, the undersigned signature constitites
the duly authorized execution of the Agreement dated January 1. 2013, by and among the
City of Charlottesville, Albemarle County, Greene County, Louisa County, and Nelson
County, which Agreement consists of fourteen {14) pages.

ALBEMARLE COUNTY, VIRGINIA

By:
Name: Thomas C. Foley
Title; County Executive

Date; \NN\MN 17

Approved as to form:

10





image13.jpg
JURL Policy: Section 1.24

‘On behalf of the City of Charlottesville, Virginia, the undersigned signature
constitutes the duly auhorized execution of the Agreement dated January 1, 2013, by and
among the City of Charlottesville, Albemarle County, Greene County, Louisa County,
and Nelson County, which Agreement consists of fourteen (14) pages,

CITY OF CHARLOTTESVILLE, VIRGINIA

By
Name: Mautice Jones
Title: City Manager

Date:  }0-jg-{3

Approved as to form:

Deputy City Atlorney

11
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On behalf of Greene County, Virginia, the undersigned signature constitutes the
duly authorized execution of the Agreement dated Janvary 1, 2013, by and among the
City of Charlottesville, Albemarle County, Greene County, Louisa County, and Nelson
County, which Agreement consists of fourtcen (14) pages.

GREENE, VIRGINIA

- County Attorney

12
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On behalf of Louisa County, Virginia, the undersigned signature constitutes the
duly authorized execution of the Agreement dated January 1, 2013, by and among the
City of Charlattesville, Albemarle County, Greene County, Louisa County, and Nelson
County, which Apreement consists of fourteen (14) pages,

LOUISA COUNTY, VIRGINIA

By T DG
Name; Robert Dubé
Title:  County Administrator

Date: (220 lin

oY OF g
O {7)
S G
Approved g to form:

e

Approved as to form:

County Attorney

13
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On behalf of Nelson County, Virginia, the undersigned signature constitutes the
duly autherized exceution of the Agreement dated January 1, 2013, by and among the
City of Charlottesville, Alhemarle County, Greene County, Louisa County, and Nelson
County, which Agreement consists of fourleen (14) pages.

NELSON COUNTY, VIRGINIA

By, 74 \&,Rw}rmn\fl

Name: Stephen A. Carter
Title: County Administrator

Date: su 2% [lerz

Approved as to form:





image3.jpg
Exhibit 3 - June 6, 2022 Louisa County Resolution opposing name change (as
submitted to the Board of Supervisors; certified version not yet available).
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(ID # 7204)
BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOUISA
RESOLUTION

At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Louisa held in the
Louisa County Public Meeting Room at 5:00 PM on the 6th day of June 2022, at which the
following members were present, the following resolution was adopted by a majority of all
members of the Board of Supervisors, the vote being recorded in the minutes of the meeting as
shown below:

R EEEEEE———=

e ===

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING JEFFERSON-MADISON REGIONAL LIBRARY NAME
CHANGE

WHEREAS, according to information on Jefferson-Madison Regional Library's website,
public libraries in Central Virginia have a rich heritage derived from the private libraries of
leading forefathers - Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James Monroe, who each had
extensive personal libraries; and

WHEREAS, in 1919, local philanthropist, Paul Goodloe Meclntire, offered the
community the gift of a library that included land, design, furnishings, the collection of books
and the construction of a building which would be joined later by branch locations; and

WHEREAS, in 1972, following General Assembly formation of regional public library
systems, the City and Albemarle County joined with the counties of Greene, Louisa, and Nelson
to form Jefferson-Madison Regional Library; and

WHEREAS, the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library is reportedly considering a
potential change to the library's name in response to concerns from local descendants of enslaved
laborers; and

WHEREAS, the Louisa County Board of Supervisors are opposed to any proposed name
changes of the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on this 6% day of June, 2022, that the
Louisa County Board of Supervisors hereby opposes any type of name change to the Jefferson-
Madison Regional Library.

A Copy, teste:

Christian R. Goodwin, Clerk
Board of Supervisors
Louisa County, Virginia

DOC ID: 7204
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COUNTY OF LOUISA
Office of the County Attorney

Helen E. Phillips, County Attorney Direct Dial (540) 967-4582

Facsimile (540) 967-4587

June 8, 2022

David Plunkett

Director

Jefferson-Madison Regional Library
201 East Market Street
Charlottesville, Virginia 22902

dplunkett@jmrl.org
Re: Resolution Opposing Jefferson-Madison Regional Library Name Change
Dear Mr. Plunkett:

Please find attached a copy of the resolution adopted by the Louisa County Board
of Supervisors on June 6, 2022, which reflects they unanimously oppose changing the
name of the library from Jefferson-Madison Regional Library (JMRL).

Louisa County is a participating locality in the agreement dated January 1, 2013,
that addresses how JMRL “shall be funded and operated and to address other relevant
matters.” This agreement provides in paragraph 14 that any modification of this
agreement be in writing and signed by all parties. The Louisa County Board of
Supervisors will not agree to amend this agreement to implement any change from the
name of the library from Jefferson-Madison Regional Library.

Thank you for your attention to this matter. Please let me know if you have any
questions or need additional information.

Very truly yours, .

Helen E. Phillips

Enclosure

1 Woolfolk Avenue ¢ Suite 306 * Louisa, Virginia 23093
(540) 967-4591 * Facsimile (540) 967-4587
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David Plunkett
June 8, 2022
Page Two

cc: Chairman Duane A. Adams
Vice-Chairman Tommy J. Barlow
Supervisor Fitzgerald A. Barnes
Supervisor Willie L. Gentry, Jr.
Supervisor Rachel Jones
Supervisor Eric F. Purcell
Supervisor R.T. “Toni” Williams, Jr.
Christian Goodwin
Wendy Wheaton Craig

1 Woolfolk Avenue ¢ Suite 306 * Louisa, Virginia 23093
(540) 967-4591 ¢ Facsimile (540) 967-4587
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BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
COUNTY OF LOUISA
RESOLUTION

At a regular meeting of the Board of Supervisors of the County of Louisa held in
the Louisa County Public Meeting Room at 5:00 PM on the 6th day of June 2022, at
which the following members were present, the following resolution was adopted by a
majority of all members of the Board of Supervisors, the vote being recorded in the
minutes of the meeting as shown below:

RESULT: APPROVED [UNANIMOUS]

MOVER: Tommy J. Barlow, Mountain Road District Supervisor
SECONDER: R.T. Williams, Jackson District Supervisor

AYES: Barlow, Barnes, Gentry Jr., Purcell, Williams, Adams, Jones

A RESOLUTION OPPOSING JEFFERSON-MADISON REGIONAL LIBRARY
NAME CHANGE

WHEREAS, according to information on Jefferson-Madison Regional Library's
website, public libraries in Central Virginia have a rich heritage derived from the private
libraries of leading forefathers - Thomas Jefferson, James Madison, and James Monroe,
who each had extensive personal libraries; and

WHEREAS, in 1919, local philanthropist, Paul Goodloe Mclntire, offered the
community the gift of a library that included land, design, furnishings, the collection of
books and the construction of a building which would be joined later by branch locations;
and

WHEREAS, in 1972, following General Assembly formation of regional public
library systems, the City and Albemarle County joined with the counties of Greene,
Louisa, and Nelson to form Jefferson-Madison Regional Library; and

WHEREAS, the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library is reportedly considering a
potential change to the library's name in response to concerns from local descendants of
enslaved laborers; and

WHEREAS, the Louisa County Board of Supetvisors are opposed to any
proposed name changes of the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on this 6" day of June, 2022, that
the Louisa County Board of Supetvisors hereby opposes any type of name change to the
Jefferson-Madison Regional Library.




image10.jpg
A Copy, teste: .N \\\\

Louisa





image2.jpg
Dear Mr. Plunkett,

It is my understanding that there has been discussion about changing the
name of the Jefferson Madison Library Board. | am writing to express my
opposition to changing the name.

The notion of applying todays moral standards to men who lived and died
over 200 years ago is absurd. It is also disheartening to see a library system
consider any action or attempt to erase part of our history. The library system
more than any entity should be the-preserver of historical truth and should
act independently from the current trend. | sincerely hope that you will
consider the opinion and wishes of all those who use and support the library
system’and not just a few who are attempting to erase our history in the
name of equity.
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RESOLUTION R-2022-3

RESOLUTION OPPOSING JEFFERSON-MADISON REGIONAL LIBRARY NAME
CHANGE

WHEREAS, according to information on Jefferson-Madison Regional Library’s website, public
libraries in Central Virginia have a rich heritage derived from the private libraries of leading
forefathers — Thomas Jefferson, James Madison and James Monroe, who each had extensive
personal libraries; and

WHEREAS, in 1919, local philanthropist, Paul Goodloe Mclntire, offered the community the gift
of a library that included land, design, furnishings, the collection of books and the construction of
a building which would be joined later by branch locations; and

WHEREAS, in 1972, following General Assembly formation of regional public library systems,
the City and Albemarle County joined with the counties of Greene, Louisa and Nelson to form
Jefferson-Madison Regional Library; and

WHEREAS, the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library is reportedly considering a potential change
to the library’s name in response to concerns from local descendants of enslaved laborers: and

WHEREAS, the Greene County Board of Supervisors are opposed to any proposed name changes
of the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED, on this 14" day of June, 2022, that the Greene
County Board of Supervisors hereby opposes any type of name change to the Jefferson-Madison
Regional Library.

Adopted by the Board of Supervisors this 14" day of June 2022.

Motion: Steve Bowman

Second: Dale Herring

Recorded Vote:

Steve Bowman Yes
Marie Durrer Yes
Abbey Heflin Yes
Dale Herring Yes

Davis Lamb Yes
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To:  Jefferson Madison Regional Library Board of Trustees
From: :

Re:  Proposed renaming o?r'egional library
Date: June 15, 2022

| have lived in Charlottesville and Albemarle County all my life, save 4 years in Cambridge,
Massachusetts for university studies. | have written to you before, but | want to give you some
further thoughts on the library renaming issue and some background about my famity.

In the 1950’s, my father, a local businfssman, risked:his livelihood to:became one of the
{eaders in'the civil rights movement here against the “Massive Resistance” policies of the Virginia
State government. His name is honored with a plague on the Drewary Brown bridge for that
work,

| was taught early on to judge people by their character, not their color, and | have passed
that teaching along to my children. | also leamed from my father to be suspicious of any ideology
that claimed to have a monopoly on the truth or which obstructed an individual’s freedom to
think and speak freely. So, with those twin lessons in mind, | come today to ask you to preserve
the names of Jefferson and Madison in our regional library system.

These two men are the primary ‘authors of documents that created our form of
govemment — the Declaration of independence, the Constitution of the United States and the
Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom. The institution they created is not perfect, just as they
were not perfect, but itis the best form of government that the world has been able to come up
with so far. | believe their achievement was an extraordinary one.

Removing the names of lefferson and Madison from the regional library, would send the
message that the extraordinary gift, the incalculable value of a liberal democracy which Jefferson
and Madison bequeathed to this country is not worthy of honor — that the names of these
visionaries must be removed from public view, globally condemned, their reputations
besmirched, their accomplishments hidden because they held other buman beings in bondage.
{which, of course, did many others, both white and black, here and abroad)

Simultaneously, and | think this may be more important, you will be elevating the status
and ratifying the revolutionary philosophy of so-called “social justice warriors” who have
requested this name change.

Theirideology rejects a cultural precondition for a successfully functioning democracy” -
the necessity for tolerance and civility toward people who disagree with you. They have adopted
instead the Machiavellian idea that the end justifies the means. They are fixated on the
destruction of anythingthey deemto be “white supremacist”, which includes most of our societal
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institutions and even civil discourse. Dissenters from the Gospel. of Woke can be and are
hounded, harassed, threatened, slandered, “deplatformed”, picketed, doxed, purged, shouted
down, physically assaulted. And, unfortunately for this country and our community, they have
successfully infiltrated many of our corporate, media, political and academic institutions.

If you wish to learn just how revolutionary this movement is, how antithetical to the
government envisioned by Jefferson and Madison you would do well to read the best -selling
bogk, How to be an Anti-Racist by 1bram Kendi, a professor at Boston University — a book which
calls for some chillingly autocratic policies. Additionally, he is frequently cited for expressing this
{illegal} prescription: ““The only remedy to past discrimination is present discrimination. The

only remedy to present discrimination is future disicrimination.”.

A critic. of the Kendi perspective is John McWhorter, a black professor at Columbia
University. He notes in his book Woke Racism: How a New Religion Has Betrayed Black America,
that Wokism is a religion without forgiveness. It is not intended to heal or to improve the
condition of the so-cailed “victims” of systemic racism, it is to stoke division and to wield power.
{f there isn’t a wound to pull the scab off of, Wokism creates new ones.

in Charlottesville, their influence has left the city government in a state of collapse,
priceless artworks moved- possibly destroyed, schools renamed, demands made for radical
changes in school curricula and residential zoning...now they come for the library.

So, Trustees, please think very carefully before you accede to this latest demand. On
January 6, this country barely escaped a right -wing coup from the violent followers of a corrupt
President. The Woke, representing the extreme left are also dangerous and have a simitar disdain
for democratic laws and norms as envisioned by Jefferson and Madison,

Please do not give them your blessing.
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The Jefferson Council
1389 Peachtree St NE
Atlanta, GA. 30309

Mr. Thomas Unsworth

Chairman of the Board of Trustees
Jefferson-Madison Regional Library
201 E Market St.

Charlottesville, VA 22902

Dear Mr. Unsworth:

| am writing to you in your capacity as Chairman of the Board of Trustees of the
Jefferson-Madison Regional Library, with a request that you postpone the vote
scheduled for June 27 on changing the library’s name until everyone involved in the
decision has an opportunity to carefully consider all of the ramifications of this landmark
decision.

We are aware of no urgency in resolving this issue and no harm of any kind that might
result from a reasonable delay. On the other hand, a rush to judgment without regard to
fundamental facts could produce long-term harm to both the institution you represent
and the reputations of all involved.

Given the many very positive contributions of Presidents Jefferson and Madison it
would seem only fair that they be given at least a modicum of due process before being
discarded from our community in such a cavalier manner.

| write in my capacity both as President of the Jefferson Council (a non-profit
organization formed to preserve the legacy of Mr. Jefferson), and as a 1975 graduate of
the College and a 1979 graduate of the Darden School of Business. Our Board of
Directors at The Jefferson Council has unanimously instructed me to contact you in this
matter, as we consider your planned vote to be of profound importance.
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Your role with the Library Board of Trustees suggests a love for books, education, and of
course the libraries that facilitate public access to books. | am confident that you are
familiar with Mr. Jefferson’s famous observation that “If a nation expects to be ignorant
and free, in a state of civilization, it expects what never was and never will be.”* Thus,
the library branches under your supervision play a critically important role in
maintaining our democracy and preserving our freedoms.

1 know that | do not need to remind you of Thomas Jefferson’s many contributions in
this area, including providing 6,487 volumes from his personal library as the foundation
of the Library of Congress after the original Library of Congress was burned to the
ground by the British during the War of 1812. Surely, no American president has had a
greater fondness for books and libraries or done more to promote them.

Thomas Jefferson was equally a champion of American liberties. Indeed, | am reminded
of an 1814 letter former President Jefferson sent to French-language instructor Nicolas
Dufief on 19 April 1814:

I am really mortified to be told that, in the United States of Americg, . . .
that a question about the sale of a book can be carried before the civil
magistrate. . . it is an insult to our citizens to question whether they are
rational beings or not; and blasphemy against religion to suppose it cannot
stand the test of truth and reason. if M. de Becourt’s book be false in its
facts, disprove them; if false in its reasoning, refute it. but, for god’s sake,

let us freely hear both sides . . . . [Emphasis added.]?

With all due respect, we submit that this sage advice provides the answer to our current
dilemma as well. Trust the people and let them hear both sides before they are called
upon to take such a momentous decision.

Mr. Jefferson also gave us the Declaration of Independence, the 1779 Virginia Statute
for Religious Freedom, the University of Virginia (from which 1 and all of my fellow board
members at The Jefferson Council are proud graduates) and many, many other
contributions that are almost universally admired for their contributions to this great
Nation and our Commonwealth.

1 Jefferson to Charles Yancey, Jan. 6, 1816, https://tirs.monticello.org/letter/327.
2 https://founders.archives.gov/documents/Jefferson/03-07-02-0218.
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But we are told by Ms. Myra Anderson and her colleagues—whose conviction and
passion are beyond reproach—that you must strike his name from the entrance to your
libraries because he owned slaves. Other critics confidently add that Mr. Jefferson had a
sexual relationship with a young slave woman who could have had no concept of
consent as the chattel “property” of her owner at the time. These are unforgivable sins,
and lest we become complicit in this evil, Ms. Anderson says we must cancel Mr.
Jefferson’s memory irrespective of any positive contributions he may have made.

With all due respect, my colleagues and I sincerely believe that Ms. Anderson and her
associates in the Reclaimed Roots Descendants Alliance—like most of Mr. Jefferson’s
other critics—are badly misinformed about key facts in this debate. We do not question
their sincerity or talents, and we certainly can start from some mutually shared
premises, including that slavery was (in Jefferson’s words) an “abomination,” a “moral
depravity” and a “hideous blot.”, And certainly, we share the view that the sexual abuse
of children is a horrendous evil as well.

Our differences, we submit, are largely factual in character, and one reason we are
requesting that you postpone this vote is so we might have time to communicate with
Ms. Anderson and her group and perhaps even get her to reconsider her request. In the
process, we would urge her to share any documentary evidence that she has that might
allow us to better understand her position and then reassess our own. Everyone
benefits by the free exchange of facts and ideas in the search for the truth.

But, irrespective of our success in that endeavor, we believe that a public debate on the
issue hosted by the Jefferson-Madison Regional Library would very much be in the
interest of our entire community. Because Thomas Jefferson remains one of our most
famous citizens, his modern neighbors should be given an opportunity to understand
these important issues. Hosting such a debate would allow the Library to perform a
valuable public service fully consistent with its mandate and finest traditions.

I hope you will agree that it would be shameful for our respected public library —the one
place in our community where people are promised they can come to find factual
truths—to make such a momentous decision with such cavalier disregard for the truth
when enlightenment is such an easy option.

We are not asking you to embrace our admiration for Mr. Jefferson. That decision is
yours alone in a free society, and for it you are answerable only to your own conscience.
We are not telling your board how to vote on the pending resolution. What we are
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asking is for a reasonable delay so that top experts on both sides can come before your
board (and other members or our community), present their facts and arguments, back
up their allegations with credible documentation, and prepare you and your
distinguished colleagues to make an intelligent, responsible decision. This delay would
have the additional benefit of giving us time to reach out to the other side and promote
a mutual exchange of knowledge and ideas, which might reduce the intensity of some of
the emotions currently evident. Surely this is not asking too much.

This short letter is not the occasion to provide a thorough discussion of Mr. Jefferson’s
views on slavery or the Sally Hemings matter. But, if you will allow us to address your
board, we will provide retired University of Virginia Professor Robert F. Turner to make a
substantive presentation. Professor Turner holds both professional and academic
doctorates from the University of Virginia School of Law, where he taught for more than
three decades prior to his 2020 retirement. He also taught for several years in the 1980s
and 1990s in what is now the Woodrow Wilson Department of Politics, and supervised
graduate research in both the UVA Departments of History and Asian Studies.

Most importantly, Dr. Turner chaired the 2000-2001 Jefferson-Hemings Scholars
Commission, which spent a year examining every aspect of the accusation that Thomas
Jefferson fathered one or more children by the enslaved Sally Hemings and concluded—
with but a single very mild dissent—that the story is probably false. The Report of the
Scholars Commission runs more than 400 pages long and was published by Carolina
Academic Press in 2011. [t is by far the most comprehensive and thoroughly
documented study on the issue to date. Surely, the members of your board should have
an opportunity to familiarize themselves with these arguments before they take action
that may ultimately prove to be profoundly embarrassing to all involved.

To provide you with a brief summary of some of the facts regarding Jefferson,
slavery, and the Sally Hemings issue, | am attaching an article Professor Turner
published in the Charlottesville Daily Progress on November 27, 2016.

You may note that | have not addressed the issue of removing James Madison's name
from your Library. Please do not interpret that as in any way support for such a change.
Like Mr. Jefferson, Mr. Madison made tremendous contributions to the founding of this
Country. He is often and quite properly referred to as the Father of the American
Constitution. But my organization’s focus is on Mr. Jefferson, and we believe that the
information we have presented in this brief note more than fully justifies a delay so that
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you and your colleagues can hear both sides of the story before you make this
momentous decision.

Professor Turner is willing to debate anyone you wish to invite for the proposed debate.
If no one will accept, he is willing to debate as many as three opponents at a time, so
long as he gets equal total time including ample time for rebuttal. If you don't have a
candidate in mind, perhaps you might seek advice from Ms. Anderson and/or the
University of Virginia Corcoran Department of History or the Thomas Jefferson
Foundation at Monticello.

If you cannot find a local scholar to support your resolution, the Jefferson Council will
be willing to provide coach-class airfare and one-night accommodations in
Charlottesville should you wish to bring in Professor Annette Gordon-Reed from Harvard
or another scholar from outside Virginia.

However, if you are unable to find anyone willing to defend this resolution, we
respectfully submit that would constitute prime facie evidence of the paucity of their
position and the proposed resolution should be tabled with prejudice and replaced by a
substitute resolution expressing confidence in and admiration for Presidents Jefferson
and Madison.

Sincerely,
Bert Ellis
President
The Jefferson Council

Attachment:
As stated,
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Censoring Jefferson to safeguard ignorancel!

Robert F. Turner

The recent demand by nearly 500 faculty members and students that University of
Virginia President Teresa A. Sullivan stop quoting UVa founder Thomas Jefferson in her
emails reminds us that, when ignorance and arrogance join hands, the results are
seldom pretty.

To her credit, President Sullivan did not succumb to the pressure.

And to be fair, the ignorance of the letter’s signers should not be surprising. We are all
ignorant about many important things, and prominent historians have achieved fame
and fortune — including prestigious book awards — for their efforts to bring down the
man professor Joseph Ellis has described as “the Dead White Male who matters most”
and “the most valued trophy in the cultural wars.”

The signers of the letter complain that Jefferson “owned slaves” and held “racist views.”
Virtually everyone during lefferson’s era held racist views (as did Abraham Lincoln
decades later); and until the Virginia legislature enacted a 1782 statute — initially
drafted by Jefferson 13 years earlier — permitting the manumission of slaves, it was
unlawful for him to free the roughly 175 slaves he had inherited from his father and
father-in-law.

Philip Foner, editor of “The Complete Writings of Thomas Paine,” noted that the
characterization of Paine as “the first American abolitionist” was inaccurate, due to
Jefferson’s 1769 effort to legalize the manumission of Virginia slaves.

President Sullivan’s critics appear oblivious to the reality that Thomas Jefferson was a
lifelong opponent of slavery. In his original draft of the Declaration of independence, he
denounced King George Il for having “waged cruel war against human nature itself” on
“a distant people who never offended him” by “carrying them into slavery in another
hemisphere.”

Writing for a British abolitionist newspaper in 1843, former President John Quincy
Adams noted that this language was too strong for the many other signers of the
Declaration who also owned slaves, and at their insistence the language was

removed. But the draft was preserved, where Adams declared: “It stands, an
unanswerable testimonial to posterity, that on the role of American abolitionists, first
and foremost after the name of George Washington, is that of Thomas Jefferson.” (In
reality, Washington never once spoke out publicly against slavery.)
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Upon returning to Virginia after drafting the Declaration of Independence, Jefferson
prepared a law prohibiting the importation of new slaves into Virginia, which was
enacted two years later.

The Constitution prohibited Congress from enacting any law restricting the slave trade
until 1808. In 1806, President Jefferson sent a letter to Congress congratulating it on the
approaching opportunity “to withdraw the citizens of the United States from all further
participation in those violations of human rights which have been so long continued on
the unoffending inhabitants of Africa, and which the morality, the reputation, and the
best interests of our country, have long been eager to proscribe.” Congress complied.
Writing in his only book, “Notes on the State of Virginia” (1783), Jefferson once again
eloquently denounced slavery: “Can the liberties of a nation be thought secure when we
have removed their only firm basis, a conviction in the minds of the people that these
liberties are of the gift of God? That they are not to be violated but with his wrath?
Indeed, | tremble for my country when | reflect that God is just: that his justice cannot
sleep forever. ... The Almighty has no attribute which can take side with us in such a
contest.”

When called upon in 1784 by his colleagues in the Second Continental Congress to draft
rules to govern the Northwest Territories, Jefferson provided in Article Six: “There shall
be neither slavery nor involuntary servitude in the said territory, otherwise than in the
punishment of crimes whereof the party shall have been duly convicted.”

1t failed by a single vote. Jefferson later lamented: “God was silent in that awful
moment.”

But seven decades later, following the Civil War, the authors of the Thirteenth
Amendment selected this language for its text to honor Jefferson’s courageous struggle
against slavery. (Would those who wish to censor Jefferson’s words strike down the
constitutional ban against slavery?)

In addition to the fact that he “owned slaves,” Jefferson’s critics like to remind us that
1998 DNA tests proved he fathered children by the enslaved child Sally Hemings. Wrong
again.

I had the honor of taking part in the most thorough examination of all of the evidence
on that issue in 2000-2001, when a team of more than a dozen Jefferson scholars from
across the nation spent a year looking at all of the evidence and published a 400-page
book (“The Jefferson-Hemings Controversy: Report of the Scholars Commission”)
concluding with but a single mild dissent that the story is likely false.

They noted that historical evidence had been altered, and that the widely
misunderstood DNA tests did not even involve genetic material from Thomas Jefferson.
The tests showed merely that one of the more than two-dozen Jefferson men in Virginia
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at the time likely fathered Sally’s youngest child, Eston. Based solely on the DNA tests,
the odds that Eston’s father was President Jefferson were no greater than 4 percent.
Eston’s descendants passed down the story that he was not the president’s child but the
son of an “uncle.” The president’s much younger brother Randolph was invited to visit
Monticello 15 days before Eston’s likely conception date to see his beloved twin sister,
who had just arrived following an extended absence. Because of his relationship to
daughter Martha — who ran Monticello while her father was in the White House — he
was known as “Uncle Randolph” at Monticello.
In the book “Memoirs of a Monticello Slave,” former blacksmith Isaac Granger stated
that Randolph spent his evenings at Monticello playing his fiddle and “dancing half the
night” with the president’s slaves. There is no evidence of President Jefferson socializing
with slaves.
Days before concluding his second term as president and returning to his beloved
Monticello, Jefferson wrote in a Feb. 25, 1809, letter to Henri Grégoire that no person
would be more pleased than himself to see a refutation of the doubts he had expressed
about the intellectual abilities of black slaves — a distinction he repeatedly
acknowledged might be but a consequence of their circumstances.
He added: “Whatever be their degree of talent, it is no measure of their rights. Because
Sir Isaac Newton was superior to others in understanding, he was not therefore lord of
the person or property of others.”
When Jefferson traveled to Paris in 1784, he took with him a servant named James
Hemings to be trained as a French chef. Among the most talented servants at
Monticello, James was manumitted in 1796 — and within five years had turned to
alcohol and committed suicide. The news caused great sadness at Monticello, and likely
reinforced Jefferson’s view that — until what he termed “this moral and political
depravity” could be outlawed — freeing individual slaves did them no service.
Historian Joseph Ellis expressed the view in his prize-winning biography “American
Sphinx” that Jefferson could have passed a polygraph test confirming his conviction that
his own slaves “were more content and better off as members of his extended family
than under any other imaginable circumstances.”

. In an 1814 letter to fellow Albemarle County abolitionist Edward Coles, Jefferson wrote
about the duties owed to slaves: “My opinion has ever been that, until
more can be done for them, we should endeavor, with those whom fortune has thrown
on our hands, to feed and clothe them well, protect them from ill usage, require such
reasonable labor only as is performed voluntarily by freemen, and be led by no
repugnancies to abdicate them, and our duties to them.”
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Much has been made of the fact that Jefferson did not free his slaves in his will. The
simple explanation is that during Jefferson’s life, African slaves were treated under the
law as chattel property (like cattle), and Section 54 of the Revised Virginia Code of 1819
protected the rights of creditors. Jefferson died deeply in debt, and thus freeing his
slaves in his will was not a legal option.

As the world confronts religious extremists who brutally behead and burn alive those
who refuse to embrace their theology, we should remember that Jefferson also
authored the Virginia Statute for Religious Freedom — protecting our right to worship
the God of our choice (or none at all).

He also championed the cause of what he called “Native Americans” (a term primarily
used at the time to refer to people of European ancestry born in the New Worid) and
acknowledged in 1785 they were in body and mind “equal to the white man.” The
following year he declared: “The want of attention to their rights is a principal source of
dishonor to the American character.”

Indeed, Jefferson’s primary criticism of Native Americans was that they subjected their
women to “unjust drudgery,” which he contended was the case “with every barbarous
people.”

“Force is law,” he said. “The stronger sex imposes on the weaker.”

Was Jefferson perfect? Certainly not. But he was ahead of his time in so many ways.
Rather than promoting ignorance by censoring his thoughts and writings, UVa faculty
and students should feel honored to have the opportunity to teach and study at the
remarkable university he founded nearly two centuries ago.

| have repeatedly offered to debate as many as three critics of Jefferson at a time on
these issues — UVa faculty or from elsewhere. Thus far, there have been no takers. The
offer remains open.

Professor Robert F. Turner holds both professional and academic doctorates from the
University of Virginia Law School and is a Distinguished Fellow at the Center for National
Security Law. He is the editor of “The Jefferson-Hemings Controversy: Report of the
Scholars Commission” (2011) and has taught at UVa for 29 years.

[ This article first appeared in the Charlottesville Daily Progress on November 27, 2016.
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TO: Library Director & Trustees of the Jefferson Madison Regional Library:
David Plunkett, Thomas Unsworth, Michael Powers, Tony Townsend, Lisa Woolfork, Meredith
Cole, Kathy Johnson Harris, James West, Wendy Wheaton Craig, Aleta Childs

FROM:

DATE: May 26, 2022

| am heartsick to learn that the social justice warriors are now coming for our library system...at the
moment for its name only, though one does worry about even more onerous requests in the future. They have
already seen to it that there are certain works of art that the public is no longer permitted to see.

| am writing to express my passionate hope that you will not honor their request to rename our regional
library. We have surrendered a great deal already in this community to placate the disaffected, but their
grievances only seem to grow.

Frankly, | cannot think of a more appropriate name for our local library system than the one it now
enjoys. The names Jefferson and Madison honor two outstanding native Virginians - intellectuals who have
made inestimable contributions to the founding of this country, slave holding notwithstanding. Presumably, as
library board members you are well enough read that | do not need to innumerate their accomplishments here.

The narrow, rigid focus of these extremist groups on race as the sole criterion by which to judge policies
and other human beings diminishes us all. | know it will be difficult to stand up to them. They may very well
behave at your future Board meetings with the same noisy curses and abuse that they did at City Council
meetings, insisting that even civility and Roberts Rules of Order are white supremacist tactics. Any
disagreement, however small, with the SI/BLM dogma will likely spark rage, threats and name calling. And, of
course, it is quite possible that one or more of your own Board members may be sympathetic to this manner of
communication.

You may be called racist and bigoted...be ready for that. But you/we need to ask if we wish to continue
to be railroaded with tactics typically associated with bullies and dictators and guilted with accusations for
crimes that we did not commit. Is this the way we want to live? The way we want important decisions to be
made? Whoever yells the loudest wins the day?

Personally, | doubt seriously that there are blacks afraid to enter the library. However, Zyahna Bryant did
successfully use a similar stratagem to argue that she couldn’t use the public parks because of its Confederate
statues so | guess they figured it was worth a shot.

But, if | am wrong and such people do actually exist, the solution is to bring these timid souls into the
library and show them that they are welcome. Do not dishonor Madison, Jefferson and yourselves by bowing to
this kind of blackmail.

And, finally, there is the question of who has the authority to make this kind of change. Our Albemarle
County libraries are part of a regional system so the State Library Board and other members of the system would
presumably have to agree to spend the time and resources this change will demand. This is a question for the
lawyers.

But the question for you is whether you have the will and the courage to resist a campaign to besmirch
the reputations and hide the accomplishments of two extraordinary Virginians.
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Mr. David Plunkett, Director
Jefferson Madison Regional Library
201 East Market Street
Charlottesville, VA

Dear Mr. Plunkett: 6 June 2022

1 just sent you an email, but am unsure that it reached you so hence, this letter.

[ just leamned that someone wishes to change the name of this library, and [ am appalled!

For some years, | was on the Senior Staff at Monticello where 1, over a few years, trained, hired,
and supervised the Guides. So, [ have some acquaintance with Thomas Jefferson’s contributions
1o our country.

While he was Minister to France, he visited used book stores wherever he went, and purchased
books on forms of government that he sent to James Madison. So, those two patriots are
responsible for our Democracy, the most perfect form of government ever devised by man.
After | retired, having inherited some Civil War letters, | made an appointment with your father
to donate them and my transcriptions to the Albert and Shirley Small Special Collections Library.
Atour interview, Mr. Plunkett asked if | had ever considered volunteering there. I replied, “No,

but I would if I only transcribed Civil War letters. So, for twelve years | did just that. Bliss!

Kind regards,
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